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PREFACE. 



It is not the object of this book to exalt a rite 
above its proper place as a means of religious 
benefit, into a test of Christian character. Its 
object is to sho^, that the practice of Infant Bap- 
tism tends to promote parental faithfulness ancl 
the early sanctification of children. The motive 
in preparing it, is, to assist those who practice the 
rite to do it with a full sense of its meaqing and 
importance, and to see the beauty and use of the 
ordinance. The title of the book might be, in 
part, The Internal Evidences of Infant 
Baptism as a reasonable and scriptural practice* 
The mode of Baptism is fully considered, for 
the purpose of showing the validity of sprink- 
ling in Baptism. 

It is not the object of this book to promote a 
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sectariao observance of rites and forms. Tho 
wall of separation already made by them, between 
different denominations of Christains, is, in one 
sense, ^ so high that it is dreadful.' The forms 
that characterize the various sects of true Chris- 
tians, and even the differences in their doctrinal 
belief, may remain to the end of time ; but when 
the full power of Christianity is known, the mani- 
festation of it will appear in the triumph of Chris- 
tian love amongst the folk>wers of Christ ; and 
Sprinkling, Inimersion, and Infant Baptism, the 
Right of Ordination, and the Liturgy, will be no 
greater hindrance to Christians, in their affection 
for each other, and in their union to convert the 
world, than the different costumes adopted and 
worn by the different companies in a Fire Depart- 
ment should prevent their cooperation to put out 
a fire. All these things will be subordinated to 
the love of Christ and of one another, because 
Christians will have learnt the spiritual nature of 
Christianity ; and looking upon their own de- 
nomination and upon others, the words of Christ 
will be felt in their sublime and beautiful truth ; 
Woman! believe me, the hour comeih when ye 
shall neither in this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, 
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worship the Father, But the hour cometh and 
now is, when the true worshipers shall worship 
the Father in spirit and in truth ; for the Father 
seeketh such to worship Him.' . 

Then the world will feel that greatest proof of 
the divine origin of Christianity, — the union of 
Christians,— in spite of the diversity in their forms 
and creeds. In view of past alienation and 8trife« 
that union will appear the greatest instance of 
the presence and power of God on earth since 
the days of miracles ; and therefore, Christ, in 
prophetic prayer, looked to this consummatioo 
as the triumph of his cause : * That they aU may 
be one ; that the world may believe that Thou hoH 
sent me.' 

But the surrender of rites, forms, and peculiari- 
ties of religious belief, and the composition of 
one church out of the various denominatioos, 
would not be so great an illustration of the pow* 
er of Christianity, as that the various denomina* 
tions now existing should remain, but make their 
peculiarities secondary to Christian onion and 
effort. The former might be eflTected by human 
policy, ambition, or the influence of some pow« 
erful but sinful motive, stronger than the love of 
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sect - The latter can be done only by the Ho}y 
Ghost sent down from heaven. 

The preference of different orders and forms 
of worship grows out of a diversity in the human 
mind ; and is to be expected, that different minds 
will continue to prefer different modes and cus- 
toms in religion. But these things will be 
sunk into mere matters of taste and form, and all 
that hold the essential doctrines of the Gospel 
will show the earnest of heaven in their feelings 
and conduct towards one another. The true 
church will then appear to consist of such as the 
Father seeks to worship Him, confined to no 
one Christian sect, but representing, by its difiu- 
sion amongst many, and, at the same time, its spi- 
ritual union, the society of Heaven, made up from 
every kindred and tongue and people. 

Who does not believe that such a day will 
cornel What Christian heart does not leap at 
the sound of its coming 1 «As the hart panteth 
for the water brooks,' what follower of Christ, in 
this world of alienation and strife, does not pant 
for such a day ? Is it probable, that God will 
Bufier the dissensions of Christendom to be trans- 
ferred into the rising communities of Christians 
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in heathen lands, and our disputes and the scenes 
of our disagreement to be acted over again t 
Forbid it, Spirit of all grace ! Let centuries of 
time and generations of men no moro be lost, 
because the Christian church cannot agree that 
immersion is or is not the only scriptural mode 
of Baptism, or whether the right of ordination 
has descended in one line only from Christ, or 
whether saints are elected, and will persevere ! 
Sad profanation of the Christian name and spirit ! 
To Christ and angels we know not which is the 
more revolting sight, the rites and practices of 
heathenism, or the practices of a divided, wrang* 
ling Chtistendom. 

We must agree to differ. It is impossible for 
any sect, by direct effort, to bring others into cour 
formity with it. The greater the effort, the great- 
er will be the repulsion. But if all denomina- 
tions should make it appear, that they regard 
their peculiarities of forms and order as mere ac- 
cidents, and not essentials, and forbear to urge 
them to the prevention of union with true Chris- 
tians of every name, and show the spirit of Chris- 
tian love and fellowship rising superior to what is 

not of vital consequence in religion, it is not im- 

1# 
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possible that a strong tendency towards union of 
spirit which would then begin to prevail, would 
seek for union in outward forrn, and several of 
the great sects in Chistendom might unite in one 
chufch. If it be asked, Which of the present 
denominations would be most likely to receive 
and include the others 1 the answer might be, 
That which should be the first to manifest the 
spirit which has now been described. 

It does not seem probable^ that such a union 
of sects will ever take place ; but if it does, no 
arguing about rites and forms, no legislation, in 
short, no direct attempts to produce conformity, 
will effect it. This experiment has failed. The 
result will be accomplished, we believe, by each 
sect, throwing down its Wall,— >not to enlarge its 
borders, but — ^because it cannot longer bear to be 
separate from the children of Grod. The union 
in feeling and spirit that would lead to this, 
would regard all diflerences in forms as unessen- 
tial, and either permit them to remain, as we be- 
lieve they would, or, by a stronger attraction in 
one denomination than in the others, unite all 
under one name. 

It is by no means certain, that we do not need 
peculiarities of form, or service, or denomina- 
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lion, to make us labor with more interest within 
a certain sphere, and to prevent that loss of 
strength which a diffusion of interest and labor, 
however pleasant in itself it might be, would oc- 
casion. We know that such restricted interest 
and zeal is essential to success in secular arts 
and labors. And, moreover, it does appear, that 
some men are by nature, Disstntera from all re- 
ligious forms but those that are perfectly plain ; 
and (tome are born Episcopalians, and some will 
be Baptists, and others Methodists : and either 
of these, out of their own forms and practices, 
can no more be free and happy, than birds of 
different instincts can be so when those instincts 
are not gratified. Some think that the dislike 
which a Oongregationalist may have to Episco- 
pacy, or an Episcopalian to Congregationalism, 
is sectarianism, in a bad sense of that word. 
Wrong feelings may indeed attend such dislike ; 
but we believe, that the first cause of it is, in 
general, a natural, innocent diversity of taste. 
We have no doubt, that some are better Chris- 
tians for being Methodists, and some for being 
Congregationalists, and others, as Episcopali- 
aos, oAers as Baptists. 
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Now, why may we . not all be willing that 
others should enjoy their own religious, attach- 
ments, lind we esteem and love them in propor- 
tion as we see in them the spirit of Christ? . 

Have we not tried the experiment long enough, 
of seeking to bring others into conformity with 
ourselves 1 What wars and fightings have been 
the consequence ! When we look at the theolog- 
ical department of a large library, and see what 
volumes of controversy have been written by 
each denomination against others, and in selR* 
defence, we are reminded of a hall in a baroni- 
al castle, where spears, habergeons, helmets, 
lances, and the battle-axe bristle upon the walls. 
The banner of these denominations is feudal, and 
80 are many of their sacred songs, — and the 
warlike motto of the Pilgrim commonwealth, 
*£n«e petit placidam, sub libertate, quietem,' 
seems to be held out, sword in hand, towards 
each other ! 

Shall the morning of the Millennium break 
upon the church, and find the different divisions 
of her hosts embattled amongst themselves! 
We cannot hesitate for an answer. The time 
mil come, when each denomination of^hristians 
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will freely commune with and love all others, 
without requiring conformity to their own modes 
and practices, so long as they see in the life and 
conduct the spirit of true religion. 

We are persuaded of the coming of this day. 
But any association or combination to promote 
this union, would only create another sect, and 
prolong the war by making men fight for peace. 
That feverish restlessness for a visible union of 
Christian sects, which some now manifest, is, 
we fear, only a new' form of fanaticism. This 
union must begin in the soul of every follower 
of Christ, in the private cultivation of the Chris* 
tian, and in a growing knowledge of Christ's re- 
ligion. It Cometh not with observation. The 
work of preparation for it must be done in se« 
cret, when suddenly a glorious temple will arise, 
and God will enter it, with the ark of His 
strength. 

Will it assist this consummation, the reader 
says, to publish a book on infant Baptism ? Ought 
you not to sacrifice your attachment to this or- 
dinance, to the cause of Christian union 1 — The 
answer is. It would be bigotry in us to say to 
Baptists, or Episcopalians, or Methodists, We 
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will love you and join in jour plans^ iC you will 
aecord with us i|i rites and forms. No. We 
expect to love and honor them while they retain 
every peculiarity which is no bar to Christian com- 
munion. Let them m^ke no sacrifice of attach- 
ment to forms or tenets, but even, with a Chris- 
tian spirit, try to convince others of their scrip- 
tural origin and superior practical influence ; at 
the same time, holding this doctrine in common 
with us, that he who has the spirit of Christy let 
his costume be what it may, is a friend and 
brother. Then, if their peculiar modes and 
forms assist their piety and devotion, it will be 
little else than barbarism in us to mock at them 
or seek to draw them away from their attach- 
mentSk Or if we refuse to concede to them an 
equal right or ability with ourselves to interpret 
the Scriptures, or be so aflected with the impor- 
tance of any doctrine or practice, not essential 
to salvation, as to make it the cause or reason 
of religious disability in any way to them, who 
do not receive it, we shall at least incur the in- 
jury to Christian character and improvement^ of 
believing too much, if not offend our Lord and 
Master directly, and through His brethren. 
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It is dlshoaorable to the religion of Christ, to 
suppose, that there can be no union amongst 
Christians but by truces and compromises, and 
the diplomatic arrangements of quarreling na- 
tions or men. It is inconsistent with Christian lib- 
erty to demand numerical unity in Christian sects ; 
and we probably mistake the nature of man, if 
we think that one order or form of worship can 
suit all men* We rejoice in this diversity in un- 
essential things, so far as it meets the various 
dispositions and tastes of the human mind ; it is 
only in spirit, that we should be anxious for oth- 
ers to be one with us. An attempt at any other 
union would be unnatural and forced. 

In the same spirit which we would desire that 
others would exercise towards us, I have endeav- 
ored to write this book concerning a practice 
which is most precious to thousands of the fol- 
lowers of Christ, for its influence on them and 
their children. Biit as this practice and the mode 
of Baptism have made great dissension and strife 
among Christians, it seemed proper to speak of 
ihe nature and duty of Christian union in con- 
nection with a new publication on this subject ; 
so that ail might understand two things : 
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1. That we do not intend to abandon Infant 
Baptism in order ta a union of Christian sects* 

2. That, at the same time, we regard this prac- 
tice as no bar to fellowship with those who re- 
ject it, and consider it only as a ineans of spirit- 
ual good, and not a condition of salvation,' nor a 
test of Christian character. 

If all denominations of trae Christians will say 
these two things of each of their rites and forms, 
give and receive full liberty of conscience in in- 
terpreting the Bible, — make nothing essential to 
Christian communion on earth which will not be 
recognized in heaven, — and triumph over names 
and ceremonies, and the letter of the word, in 
their zeal to maintain and spread abroad the es- 
sential truth, — then we shall all be one, as 
Thou, Father, art ik Christ, and Christ 
IN Thee ! 

But the spirit of Christianity is yet like a beau- 
tiful captive in bonds. Many sects in Christen- 
dom have laid their chain upon her. But her day of 
liberty is near. Rising in the view of men, and 
holding forth her fallen chains, she will appear 
invested with spiritual and celestial beauty ; and 
as each invokes and claims her as his own, she 
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will spread herself abroad in heavenly light, and 
surveying the people of the Lord, under their va- 
rious names and forms, will bless them and cry, 
Above all, and through alU and in you all. The 
Lord hasten this in His time. Spirit of Christ, 
escape from our chains ! We hereby take from 
off thy heavenly nature the bond of a sectarian 
Baptism, and bid thee hold communion with all 
of every name who diffet in rites and forms 
from us, but with us hold the essential grounds 
of a sinner's hope ! 
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tude and joy. Life, from the infinite Source 
of Being, is begun in a spirit which is to 
outlive the sun and stars. Could it speak, 
it might say with its Maker, from the first 
moment of its existence. Of . my years 
there is no end ! Follow it into eternity, 
think of its possible experience at the 
end of millions of years, see it then looking 
forward with great susceptibilities and powd- 
ers ; — and how interesting the moment when 
you, its father, first hang over it with min- 
gled smiles and tears ! nay, how solemn is 
that hour, for then it becomes immortal ! 
Overwhelmed with the thought that an un- 

3 
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dying spirit is born, and committed to your 
care, you cast yourself with it at tHe feet of 
your Maker, beseeching Him to take, it into 
his protection. 

Amidst the general joy that fills a. house- 
hold at the birth of a child, a parent who 
thinks at all of the future, cannot but be 
thoughtful and solemn. He stands before 
the universe, responsible as the parent of an 
immortal creature. To him, in the ages of 
•eternity, a glorious inhabitant of heaven will 
turn and say. My father ! and he, ad he sees 
it rising in happiness and honor, will say. 
My child ! Or else, the child, in its eternal 
separation from God, will think of its parents 
with feelings growing more dreadful with its 
increasing guilt and pain. Your child will 
hereafter awaken joy and praise in your 
heart for its birth, or, if you spend eternity 
without it in heaven, or with it in hell, you 
will say. Good were it for you and for me, 
if you had never been born. 

It is the great glory of God, as Creator, 
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that He is Father of Spirits. Angels 
and other spirits are the joy and cr6wn of 
his works. It is an honor, then, in itself 
considered, to sustain the relation of parent 
to an immortal creature ; and they who in 
heaven behold their offspring amongst the 
spirits of the just, will feel, that, in their 
relation as parents, they have a likeness to 
God in that which to Him is a source of infi- 
nite joy. The parental relation, indeed, 
begins with a part of the race in sorrow. 
But not as the offence will be the free gift ; 
for she that was first in the transgression will 
have susceptibilities to happiness, from nat- 
ural feelings towards offspring, which may 
make her first in the bliss of heaven. 

Can the reader think of a more perfect 
image of bliss than the mother of a glorified 
spirit ? a spirit, that shall have turned many 
to righteousness, and will forever be loved 
and honored by Christ and the redeemed, 
for the part which He bore on earth in the 
cause of human salvation. If it is seen that 
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the mother gave such direction to the open- 
ing mind of her son as that his subsequent 
usefulness can be traced back to her influ- 
ence, surely there will be no crown in heav- 
en for which that mother would exchange 
her joy. 



CHAPTER 11. 

Proportion of deaths in in&ncy. Salvation of infants. 
Multitudea in heaven who died in infancy. Human 
infancy interesting to superior beings. * Of such is 
the kingdom of God.' Destruction of heathen in- 
fants an illustration of good brought out of eyil. De- 
struction of infants with wicked parents not inconsis- 
tent with divine goodness. Infants slain by Herod. 
Their honor and happiness in being identified with 
the Saviour *E incarnation. Future joy of pious pa- 
rents who lost a young child. Meeting in heaven. 
Appeal to those not pious, who have lost children. 
Present feelings of the departed children towards sur- 
viving parents. Future me6ting or separation. 

The proportion of deaths in infancy is 
estimated by different writers^ at from one- 
fifth to two-thirds of the whole number of 
deaths in a given number of years. We 
know that a large proportion of the race die 
in infancy and childhood ; but the exact rel- 
ative number it is difficult to determine. It 
has been stated that one half of all that are 
born, die within three years. This being 

3* 
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the case under the common operation of the 
laws of mortality, if we add the destruction 
of infants in heathen countries, the propor- 
tion of the race that die in infancy and child- 
hood is exceedingly great. 

The Bible does not forbid the supposition 
that all who die in infancy are saved. It 
cotitains no record nor intimation of a lost 
infant. On the other hand, Christ said of 
infants, Of such is the kingdom of God ; or 
The kingdom of God is of such, in part. If 
He referred to the church on earth, infants 
have, in his view, a certain relation to that 
church ; and this relation may have such 
meaning and benefit in it, that, if they die in 
infancy, they are transferred to heaven. But 
if Christ meant the ohi>rch above, by Vthe 
kingdom of God,' He intended to say that 
heaven is composed, in part, of those who 
die in infancy. In either case there is reasoa 
and propriety in his command that they 
should be brought to Him, ai^d in our giving 
them the seal of the covenant. For bow 
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can we deny them the seal, when Christ de*' 
dares them entitled to the thing sealed ? 

We may therefore, with some reason^ be* 
lieve that it is a part of the plan of redemp* 
tiou to apply the atonement and the influ- 
ences of the Spirit to every dying iuftint, 
thereby making it meet for heaven^ and 
opening a way for it into that world which 
had been shut against it by the first trans- 
gression. 

We have ail been interested and affected 
by the fact that so many children who die, 
present such striking forwardness of religious 
views and feelings. I know that the whole 
matter of mental precociousness is attribu- 
table to disease of the brain ; and that the 
thoughts and feelings upon religious subjects 
^r beyond the age of the child, are ascribed 
to the same proximate cause. Yet, who can 
say that the soul did not first affect the brain, 
and that the forward action of the soul is 
not owing to some uncommon spiritual ac- 
tion upon it, as the petals of one flower 
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amongst many are stimulated excessively by 
the light which^ by seeming accident, plays 
in too profusely upon it, and its premature 
bloom brings on its premature fall ? A child 
is a great mystery ! We dwell upon its de- 
pravity, and alas ! how early the blight of 
sin is found amongst the affecting beauty of 
the opening mind ! Yet we believe that the 
early sanctification of many children, who, 
as we have suggested, are spiritualized too 
highly for their physical natures, may be 
owing to the love which heaven bears them, 
and that their death is only the necessary 
effect of the rapid advancement of the soul, 
and is analogous to the change of the chry- 
salis into a higher form of life. While we 
observe the love of God to these children 
who are evidently hastened from the winds 
and storms of this world to heaven, we may 
with submission to divine wisdom, ho[>e that 
it indicates a common and secret favor borne 
to all the infant race, which secures eternal 
life to them if they die. 
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Assuming the fact of the salvation of in- 
fants, it will follow, that, of the multitude 
which no man can number of human spirits 
in heaven, a large proportion went there in 
infancy or early childhood. 

How interesting, then, to God and angels, 
is human infancy and childhood! if from 
those in this condition of life the company 
before the throne Js in so great a proportion 
multiplied. 

Christ may therefore have had in mind the 
relation which infants thus bear to the society 
of heaven, when He gave as a reason why 
they should be brought to Him, Of such is 
the kingdom qf God. 

Having been familiar with the fact of the 
increase of that society, to a great extent, 
by accessions of infant souls, is it strange 
that, when He came on earth. He took such 
notice of infants and young children 1 

Many interesting reflections arise in the 
inind, in connection with this subject. What 
consolation does it afford in thinking of the 
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horrid sacrifices of infants in heathen coun^ 
tries, where hundreds of thousands perish 
every year! The practice of infant sacrifice 
has probably been the means of saving mul- 
titudes, who, had they lived longer on earth 
might have perished forever. What an il- 
lustration of the truth, that God will bring 
good out of evil. 

Does any one question the justice or good- 
ness of God in destroying the infants of the 
old world with their parents, or the infants 
of the cities of the plain, or those who in all 
ages have been partakers of the curse of 
war, pestilence and famine? It is goodness 
and mercy that took them from the world ; 
' — mercy to them, though a judgment to 
others, and in its outward appearance a ter- 
rible expression of God's hatred of sin, and 
of its efiects, which involve the innocent 
with the guilty. But the temporary suflfer- 
ings of the infants were not worthy to be 
compared with the glory which was, and is 
now, revealed in them in heaven. 
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One of the most painful and mysterious 
dispensations of God, as it has appeared to 
many, is the destruction of the infants by 
Herod, who sent forth and slew all the child- 
ren that were in Bethlehem, and in all the 
coasts thereof, from two years old and un- 
der, hoping to cut off the infant Jesus. 
This must have been a terrific and distress- 
ing slaughter; though, judging from the 
probable population of those places, the num- 
ber of infants was not so great as many sup- 
pose. But still, what is there to alleviate the 
feeling of horror that rises in the mind at the 
seeming incongruity of the slaughter of help- 
less children with the nativity of the Saviour 
of the world ? 

This view of the subject may afford relief. 
Here were a company of infant souls that 
went to heaven together, as the first fruits of 
a Saviour's incarnation. They were uncon- 
scious martyrs in the cause of Him who died 
for them. Perhaps they compose a band of 
glorified spirits, and are a3sociated in the 
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minds of angels and of the redeeoied with 
that most interesting event, the incarnatioo 
and the infancy of the Lord from heaven ! 
Their sufferings were brief ; their salvation 
was made certain ; and in view of their inti- 
mate connection with the entrance of the 
Saviour upon his work of redemption, their 
sufferings and early death were an honor 
and privilege, rather than a calamity. 

It is delightful to think that the ravages of 
the great destroyer may have been the means 
of saving so large a part of the race, and es- 
pecially of the heathen, from endless ruin. 
What wonders in God's providence and gov- 
ernment of the world will burst upon our 
minds in connection with this and similar sub- 
jects, when we look behind these scenes of 
suffering and death. 

It is not impossible that angels, even now, 
have new and more perfect views of the wis- 
dom and grace of God as often as they are 
sent to heathen shores, or into our dwellings, 
to watch a dying, infant, and to bear the un- 
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consoiouff, immortal spirit from its exposure 
to certain suffering and liability to eternal 
misery, to the presence of its God and Sa- 
viour. 

It must follow, moreover, that we shall 
probably find the company of the redeemed 
consisting, in a great measure, of souls who 
have grown up in heaven from infants and 
young children to the measure of the stature 
of prophets and apostles. Who, then, can 
look upon an infant without thinking of the 
words of Christ, Of such is the kingdom of 
God! 

Parents who meet their children in heaven, 
will be more than consoled for their eariy 
death. You cannot imagine what happiness 
is in reserve for you from this source* The 
child perhaps was taken to heaven before it 
could tell its father from a stranger ; or it 
was cut off like a beautiful bud, when the 
embracement of the leaves is breaking to let 
forth its bloom. 

When you have entered heaven, you will 
probably be met by a youthful spirit who will 
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call you father ! mother ! Is this niy child ! 
you will say, at whose death my heart was 
broken, and God's justice and goodness were 
almost disputed ; in whose little grave I bu- 
ried all my hopes ? As you wipe the tears 
of joy from your eyes, you will say : The 
light affliction, which was but for a moment, 
works out for me a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory. 

Have any of you lost children who are not 
yourselves pious ? The mind of each of 
those children has been unfolding in heaven, 
and has probably grown faster than if on 
earth. It has been made acquainted with its 
relation to you, and perhaps it watches every 
soul that comes up from earth to heaven, to 
greet its father or mother. Soon you must 
appear at the bar of God. You may there 
have an interview with your child ; and sup- 
pose that you are there separated from that 
spirit who has been growing in the knowl* 
edge of God and of the universe, anticipa- 
ting the delightful employment of telling you 
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about heaven, and leading you among its 
glorified society, and along its celestial 
plains ! 

Perhaps you have a little family therie, ex- 
pecting your arrival. Can you bear the 
thought of being separated from them in 
eternity ? 

Are you an impenitent parent ? and have 
you impenitent children who are growing up 
without religion ? and has God taken away 
one or more of your children in infancy or 
early life ? Perhaps it was because He saw 
that your example or neglect would ruin all 
the family, if they lived to grow up, and He 
has therefore rescued some of them from de- 
struction by an early death. 

But let the joy of meeting those that have 
gone to heaven ex!cite you to save your own 
soul and the souls of your surviving children. 
Then, though you mourn over their early 
graves, you shall not sorrow as they that have 
no hope. ^ Them that sleep in Jesus will 
God bring with Him.' Their early death 
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may prove, if you are saved, a source of the 
richest joy and of praise ! 

It has been my object in this chapter to 
represent a few of the interesting associations 
which belong to infancy, that all may see a 
pertinency in bestowing that notice upon 
young children which they receive in the 
ordinance of Infant Baptism. There are 
thoughts and feelings of intense interest in 
every reflecting mind, in connection with 
an iniiEmt ; and inasmuch as everything of 
a spiritual nature which is most interesting 
to a Christain, is connected in his mind witb 
the Church, and the House of Gkxl, (as 
David says of Zion, All my springs are in 
thee,) it is easy to perceive the CaujBO of that 
interest which Christians in all ages of the 
world have felt in the practice of Infant 
Baptism. Tlie moral relations and influences 
of this practice will now be considered. 



CHAPTER III. 

Presentation of an infant for BaptiBm. Thonghts at the 
sight. Feelings at an infant's cry in the house of God. 
Benevolent nature of Christianity illustrated in an 
infant*s Baptism. Contrast in this respect of Chris- 
tianity and heathenism. A child baptized at a.hea- 
then river^ Interest of the scene to the souls of 
those who perished there by violence. Beauty and 
power of infant Baptism in heathen lands. Baptism 
of infants in a Christain temple. A congregation 
praying for a child. Effect on the parents. The rite 
performed. 

The presentation of an immortal creature 
in its infancy before God, is deeply interest- 
ing to a serious and pious mind. There, in 
the presence of ^ the assembled brethren in 
Christ/ of angels, of Jesus the Mediator of 
the new covenant, is an infant for the first 
time in the house of God, the place which, 
if the child lives to worship there, will for- 
ever be as prominent as any other in its 
recollections of earth. Its unconsciousness 
of what is doing for it is affecting, and its 
4* 
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quiet breathings are in beautiful keepfo 
with the peaceful rite. 

Perhaps its cries disturb the prayer, an 
the composure of the parents. The cry c 
a child under such circumstances in tb 
house of God, should never be thought ol 
either by parents or spectators, but with th 
same kind of feeling with which we ma 
suppose its Maker hears its voice in Hi 
temple. The dedication is not rendered les 
acceptable to God by the appeal which i 
made by its cries to His pity. 

The parents bring the child to the baptis 
mal font, and the minister invites all presen 
to unite in commending them and the chil< 
to God. A whole congregation is atteotiv 
to what is taking place on behalf of an an 
conscious child. Who can behold the sighi 
and not think of the contrast of the scenea c 
infanticide that occur in heathenism ? There 
thousands perish every week by exposure, o 
by a violence too horrid to describe. Here 
an assembly surround one infant, aad bear i 
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in their prayers before God. In what point 
of view could the Christian religion be made 
to appear in more beautiful contrast to hea* 
thenism ! How sublime in its simplicity 
does it seem, when, with all the grandeur of 
its mysteries into which angels look, it notices 
an infant, and permits the ordinary worship 
of God's house to be suspended for a while, 
that a child nmy be taken into the covenant 
of mercy ! 

Interesting and affecting as this rite may 
be to us, in Christian lands, it cannot be less 
interesting when performed by a missionary 
for a child of a converted heathen, in the 
presence of Christian and heathen natives^ 
and of the missionary land. 1 see them 
standing on the shore of a river, whose bed 
for ages past has received the bodies of mur- 
dered infants. A father and mother, who 
perhaps have sacrificed infants in that very 
stream, now bring a child for Christian bap- 
tisnu With water from the river, or by im- 
metsioQ in the river, the child is then bapUs* 
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ed in the name of the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghoiist. Thus, on those shorei 
where sin has abounded, grace doth mucli 
more abound. From heaven, if he is sayed, 
the reader will probably look down with thrilt 
ing interest upon such scenes as these, it 
company with multitudes of spirits to when 
that river was the death bed, and is now th< 
grave, of their bodies. The last commanc 
of Christ to his disciples. Go teach all nations 
baptizing them, will seem to have a mostiap 
propriate fulfillment in such a scene. 

The baptism of infants must be a delight 
ful and precious ordinance to converted hea- 
then, who in witnessing it, may be more af 
fected than by anything else with the con- 
trast of the merciful and condescending na- 
ture of Christianity, to that of barbarous anc 
wasting heathenism. But let us return t( 
our own temples. 

It is the duty of every worshiper to join in 
the prayer which is offered in behalf of tb< 
child, so that the whole church shall send ii{ 
a cloud of incense to God. Who can tel 
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what effect united prayer at such a moment 
may have upon the child's destiny, and thus 
upon the church and world ! How delight- 
ful the thought of a whole church, moved by 
brotherly love, sending up prayers for the 
child of a brother and sister in Christ ! The 
sight must remind witnessing angds of their 
home. With what pleasure must a parent 
think of his infant's Baptism beforehand, and 
at the time of its consecration, if he knows 
that a whole church will intercede for it with 
God ! and with what pleasure will he recol- 
lect, through life and on a dying bed, that 
the prayers of a church are on record for his 
particular child ! 

In the prayer that precedes . and follows 
the Baptism, every brother and sister in the 
Lord should consider it a duty as well as a 
privilege to join. 

The rite is now to be perfoimed. The 
minister sprinkles pure water upon the in- 
fant's head, and announcing its name, says, 
I baptize thee in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Meaningr of the OrdinaDce. Object of rites. The two 
Christian rites. Use of water in Baptism. Meaning 
of the form of Baptism. Taking possession of a new 
land in the name of a king. What is implied on the 
part of the parents P What is implied on the part of 
God. Abrahamic covenant only one form of a great 
and general principle. Encouragement from this in 
dedicatini; children. Feelings of parents in retiring 
from the altar. Baptism of a household. Baptism of 
the older children not to be omitted. Limit of age in 
baptizing children. The refractory child. The wid- 
ow's household, or infant. Infant of a departed pious 
mother. Inconsistency of romantic names. 

But what is the meaning of this ordi- 
nance? 

It is natural to man to be aflfected by rites 
and ceremonies. No kindred or tribe of 
men was ever known that did not have them. 
They impress the mind through several of 
the senses at once ; they excite the atten- 
tion, interest the feelings, and fix the truth 
more deeply on the mind than could be done 
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by words without them. Too many cere- 
monies are burdensome> lead to superstitious 
observances, and take away the thoughts 
from what is signified by them, and beget 
formality. The entire absence of forms is 
not suited to man's nature, which craves the 
presetice of external objects to rouse and fix 
his attention and feelings. 
- The Christian religion contains two sacred 
rites, Baptism and the Lord's Supper. These 
are admirably fitted to affect the mind, not 
so much with surprise, or to absorb the 
thoughts in the outward forms, as to lead 
them immediately to the thing signified, and 
to fix them in inward meditation. 

The use of water rather than any thing 
else is appointed to denote the purifying in- 
fluence of the Holy Ghost, of whose dispen- 
sation Baptism is the sign and seal. It indi- 
cates a need in all who receive it, of spiritual 
cleansing. Even that infant, on whose un- 
conscious head the water falls, must be born 
of the Spirit, or it cannot see the kingdom 
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of God. For though it would be saved if ii 
should die, the influence of the Holy Gbotf 
must, by regeneration, prevent that teadenc] 
to evil within it, which it has derived fron 
Adam. We should therefore look at an in 
fant when presented for baptism, and sped 
of it in prayer, not as an object of mer« 
sentimental interest, but, as liable, if it Uvea 
to participate in the common rebellion of oo 
race against God, and therefore in need evei 
now, of preventing and sanctifying grace 
The willingness of God to grant this grace 
as well as the infant's need of it, is indicates 
by the water, which is one of '^ the thre 
that bear witness on earth" to our ruin an( 
to the provision made for our salvation. Th 
water of Baptism upon an infant is a visibl 
emblem of the kindness and love of Ga 
drawing near to it in the first moments of it 
being with a sign and seal of His mercy. 

To be baptized in the name of the Fathe 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost, is as thoug 
the subject received a badge with that sacre 
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name ypfon it, to be worn as a r^nembraiioer 
to himself, and a witness to others of con- 
secration to Grod. 

When the discoverer of some new land 
or island takes possession of ft in the name 
of his king, and attaches it to the crown, 
something similar is done as when we utter 
the name of the (jodhead in solemn form 
and with a sacred rite over a human crea- 
ture ; we assert the property of God in him ; 
and it is only by impenitence and rebellion 
persisted in, that the claim thus asserted will 
not be followed by the everlasting and glori- 
ous indwelling of God in that souL 

Let us consider what is implied in the act 
of dedicating a child by Baptism, both on 
the part of the parents and of a covenant 
God. 

1. What is implied on the part of the 
parents ? 

Before angels and men, they give up their 
child to God, renouncing their own claim to 
dtapgse of it, acknowledging that it was 

5 
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originally God's gift, and is now laid apoi 
His altar. It is presumed that they ha? 
already given their child to God in their pri 
Tate prayers, and at their family altar, ani 
now they come with the gift in their hand{ 
to do the same before many witnesses. 

The parents consecrate their child to God 
to Christ, to the Spirit of all grace ! to tb 
service and glory of the sacred Three, whos 
name is called upon it. It is offered t 
God, its Father, who made it, and froo 
whose infinite being, its being came. . It i 
offered to the Saviour, who for it himsel 
became a child, that He might fully sym 
pathize with us^ even in our state of in 
fancy, and whose omniscient eye beheld thi 
infant as an object of his redeeming grace 
when He gave himself for it. It is offeree 
to the Holy Ghost, by whom it must be bori 
again, and on whom it will depend for holi 
ness even in heaven. 

To the compassion and favor of God, t 
the promotion of that cause which the Fa 
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ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, are 
carrying on in the world, the child is solemn- 
ly offered and set apart. The consecration 
is sealed by the sacrament or oath of Baptism. 

2. What is implied on the part of a cotc- 
nant God in this ordinance ? 

This cannot be better expressed than in 
the words of the celebrated Shepard, of Cam- 
bridge, to his son : " God gave Ihee the or- 
dinance of Baptism, whereby God is become 
thy God, and is beforehand with thee, so that 
if thou wilt return to God, He will undoubt- 
edly receive thee." 

In consequence of the parents' relation to 
Ood, He stands in a peculiar relation to their 
child. Children were formerly included with 
their parents in promises and threatenings, 
blessings and curses. This is a principle in 
the government of the world ; and when 
God revived His church in Abraham, this 
principle came into view, and the admission 
of children into covenant with their parents, 
was grafted ypon it. It has its foundations 
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io our natures, and cannot cease but whb 
the parental relation. So that the question, 
Whether the Abrahamic covenant is abolish- 
ed, is lost in the question, Has that principle 
of the divine government ceased, upon which 
God formerly included the children of be- 
lievers in His covenant with their parents ? 

It is not my intention to discuss the Abra-? 
hamic covenant ; though it will be mentioned 
with occasional remarks in the course of the 
book. I consider it only as one exhibition 
of a great principle in God's government of 
the world which existed before that covenant 
was made, and will last to the end of time, — 
I mean the natural connection of children 
with their parents in the divine constitution. 

So that when a child is solemnly dedicated 
to God in His house, and with the Christian 
rite of Baptism, God, in reference to this vol- 
untary acknowledgment of His claims, and 
from regard to the filial and pious feelings 
which prompted the consecration, will, in 
view of His covenant with believers and their 
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seed, receive that child into the number of 
those to whcMn He stands in a peculiar rela- 
tion. A pious parent, whose faith in God 
and desire for His blessing upon his cbild^ 
leads him to use the ordinance of Baptism 
with a sincere and prayerful mind, and who 
follows up his vows with consistent practice, 
may hope that the Great Shepherd and Bishop 
of souls has written the name of that child 
before Him in letters which His infinite for- 
bearance and mercy will long keep from bet- 
ing blotted out, though the child should per- 
versely break his father's covenant. 

Let us now consider the feelings with which 
parents should retire from the baptismal ser- 
vice. 

It is a solemn moment when they take 
the child away from the altar. They have 
given it to God ; and they bear it away, as 
the mother of Moses did her own son, to 
bring it up for another, who, in this case, is 
God. They have, by their vowis, promised 
Ihat the will of God concerning their child 
* 5* 



64 THE BAPTIZED CHILD. 

•hall be their will, so that the question of its 
life or death is left implicitly with Him. 
Though their hearts will bleed if it should be 
taken away, yet, by the baptismal service, 
they have engaged to consider the child 
henceforth as entirely at God'9 disposal ; and 
whenever they look upon it hereafter, the 
feeling which they are to have is expressed 
by these words, Lent, not given. If it dies, 
they will remember its Baptism and theirvows, 
and the peace of God, which passetluall un- 
derstanding, will steal into their breaking 
hearts. If it lives, it is to be trained up for 
that Grod to whom it has been given. 

Suppose that, instead of bringing the child 
to the altar, the parents had appeared there 
to receive the child from God, and it had 
been placed in their hands by ministering 
spirits who had brought it from the presence 
of God, and this voice should be heard in 
the temple : Take this child and bring it up 
for me I With what feelings would you. re- 
tire from such « service ? How would you, 
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ever after, look upon the child ? Your vows 
of consecration, and the expectation of God, 
make the case the same as though the child 
had been received in this way from Heaven I 

It is an affecting sight when a household 
is offered for Baptism. The feeliiiigs of a 
minister are perhaps never interested more 
than in laying his band, with the seal of the 
covenant, on the head of a boy, and binding 
his youthful spirit to the altar of God. And 
when his sister follows him to receive the sa- 
cred rite, there is a change in the feelings of 
the minister, and of the spectators, to a soft 
and subduing sympathy. 

Within what age may children be presen- 
ted for Baptism ? When the apostles say 
that they baptized households, it has been 
the impression of the great body of Christ- 
ians, that there were children, or servants, or 
both, in those households who were baptized 
on the ground of their f>arents' or masters' 
profession. If this were the case, we deduce 
this principle from it : Baptism may be. given 
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in all cases where the parent or master has 
such control over the subject, that he can 
carry out in his subsequent treatment of him 
the dedication to God, which was signified 
in asking for and receiving the ordinance. 

When a parent is converted and joins the 
church, it is not unfrequently the case that 
only the infant and some of the younger chil- 
dren are presented for Baptism. But, unless 
either of the children has passed from the 
parents' proper authority, there is no reason 
why it should not be offered for Baptism, as 
much as the infant. Besides, the older the 
children may be, the greater should be the 
anxiety of the parent to secure that religious 
influence upon the mind which the Baptism 
is suited to exert. A case is known in which 
an individual now occupying an important 
station in the church, refers to his being led 
by his father to be baptized with the younger 
children, as the means of affecting and sub- 
<duing his heart. What sight is more appro- 
priate and interesting than that of a whole 
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household, brought by the converted parents, 
and offered up to God in Baptisoi. The 
youth of a congregation are always deeply 
impressed by such a scene. 

Suppose that a youth, whose father is 
dead, and whose mother is recently conver- 
ted, is refractory at her proposal to offer him 
in Baptism ! I put the case, because it has 
occurred. . The greater pains should be taken 
to soften and subdue his spirit. He is probr 
ably a grief to his mother in his daily conduct, 
and takes advantage of his having no father 
to govern him. Now, there is a good op- 
portunity to affect him with religious consid- 
erations. Let the minister be made acquain- 
ted with the case. He will appeal to his 
feelings toward his widowed mother, his 
departed father, and will try to remove the 
shame which he feels at the thought of being 
taunted for his Baptism by his wicked play- 
mates. Their influence over him, and thus 
the dreadful snare which the fear of others 
brings with it, may now be broken, and 
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preparation may be made for religions infla-> 
ences to reach his heart. 

Who can behold the Baptism of a widow's 
household, and especially of her infant, with^ 
out tears ! How appropriate to her situa- 
tion and feelings is this ordinance, in which 
her children are cast upon the bosom of the 
church by that God who says, A father of 
the fatherless and the judge of the widows 
is God in His holy habitation ! 

A mother died and left an infant. Soon 
after, the father appeared with it in the house 
of God, and in the name of the departed 
mother and his own, offered it in Baptism. 
One glorified spirit, at least, if not a cloud 
of witnesses, we may suppose, was moved at 
such a sight. 

The names which are sometimes given to 
children in Baptism, are so romantic that 
they seem to have been taken from a novel. 
This is inconsistent with the motive and the 
state of mind with which parents are sup- 
posed to offer their children in Baptism. 
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and feelmgB in offering a child for Baptism. Anna- 
niaa and Sapphira, or the guilt of insincerity in a 
free-will offering. The service delightfal as well as 
solemn. 

What are some of the principles upon 
which the parents will feel it their duty to 
train up the Baptized child ? 

1. They will frequently renew the dedica- 
tion of the child to God. 

They will not regard the Baptism as a 
mere ceremony, but as an enforcement of ob- 
ligations of which they will be reminded, 
and thereby excited to faithfulness, as often 
as they remembei' the Baptism. They will 
frequently lift up their thoughts to God, im- 
ploring His help in the discharge of their 
solemn trust. As often as their affections 
are moved by watching its slumbers or its 
first motions which betray its helplessness, 
and excite a mingled love and pity, they will 
raise a silent prayer for the love and favor 
of God to rest upon it. The recollection of 
the solemn and impressive ordinance of Bap- 
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turn, and the sight of the little cr^ture that 
was the subject of sach a sceoe^ will make 
them think that the soul which has taken up 
its habitation in the child was all that gave 
the ordinance its propriety ; and the atten- 
tion that was bestowed upon the child in ad- 
mitting it to such an ordinance will invest 
that soul in their thoughts with something of 
its unutterable value. The dawn of its being 
will be consecrated by frequent and fervent 
prayer. 

2. The parents will begin early to pray 
with the child. 

The object of this will be to lead the 
thoughts of the child as soon as possible to 
that God between whom and the child a £M>1- 
emn and affecting relation has been institu- 
ted by Baptism. 

The parents of a baptized child who do 
not pray with it, as weU as for it^ neglect a 
most important part of their duty. This is 
the best of all methods to teach a child the 
nature and duty, and to form in it the habit, 

6 



6S THE BAPTIZED CHILD. 

of prayer. As soon as a child begins to 
pray intelligently, it assumes upon itself the 
obligations of its Baptism, and God h^ars its 
voice and thinks of His covenant. The first 
thing that the parents of a baptized child 
can do to carry out the design of the Bap- 
tism, is, to pray with the child. 

It is surprising to see. how early a child 
may be made to understand something 
about prayer, at least so far as to feel that 
there is something sacred and solemn in the 
act. Let a parent when alone with the child, 
and the child is in a pleasant mood, ask it to 
kneel with him, and fold its hands ; or if it 
cannot kneel, let the parent kneel, and place 
his hand on the head of the child, and utter 
simple words aloud. Let the look of the 
parent be such as it naturally will be while 
speaking with his Maker. The child will be 
impressed with the apparent absenceof the 
parent's manner^ while it hears its own name 
from his lips ; and wilt look up with childish 
wonder. Soon, when invited to go and pray, 
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U will run to the well-known place, and the 
parent, by frequently repeating the practice, 
will exert an influence upon the child as last- 
ing as eternity. When the child has done 
wrong, after convincing it of its sin, kneel 
with it before God, mingle your complaint 
and sorrow for its sin with words and tones 
of affidction, and upon the softened feelings 
of the child there will be made an impression 
of its accountability to this unseen Power 
that can never be effaced. And when the 
child has been remarkably good, kneel witfi 
U in the same manner, and use some affec- 
tionate expressions of commendation and of 
thankfulness, so that prayer may be associ- 
ated in the child's mind with its happiest 
moments, and its thoughts of Ood be of one 
who loves goodness as much as He hates 
sin. 

John Newton testifies, that, in the midst 
of his infidelity and debauchery, he would 
sometimes seem to feel the pressure of his 
mother's hand upon his head, — ttiough when 
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she prayed with him^ he was too young to 
understand her words ; but the pressure of 
that hand followed him in his manhood, and 
was one of the means of bringing him to 
God. No Christian mother should omit this 
practice ; it is one of the mightiest means of 
good that God has ordained. 

But the father of a baptized child should, 
more especially, perform this delightful ser- 
vice with his child. The respect which a 
child feels for its father, and its filial fear 
towards him, will impress it very deeply upon 
the child's memory. Can there be a more 
interesting sight to heaven than that of a 
man kneeling before God, at the side of a 
Tittle child? If the eyes of a parent* in 
prayer could be opened, — considering the 
views which are entertained in heaven of 
true greatness, as beginning in that which, to 
sinful and proud creatures, is abasement, it 
would not be strange if he should see a min- 
istering angel beckoning to his fellows to 
come and see the sight, and presently there 
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should be a circle of heavenly spectators 
around a scene of such moral beauty and 
true greatness. How like Christ is a parent 
when he is not ashamed of humbling him- 
self to the condition and feelings of a child ! 
No act of worship can better soften the feel- 
ings, or sooth them when ruffled by the cares, 
and business of life, or bring the presence 
of God more sensibly near to the soul than 
for a man to commune with God for and 
with his child. That child, will revere your 
memory when you are dead. You may be 
great in honor or riches amongst men, but 
none of these things will sanctify your mem- 
ory, of so perpetuate your influence with 
your child as your having kneeled with it be- 
fore God. In after life, yea, through eter- 
nity, you will be associated with its first 
thoughts of its Maker ! 

You may send that child from you, here- 
after, and whether in foreign lands, or on 
the ocean, or in scenes of danger and temp- 
tation at home, or in the quiet walks of pre^ 

6* 
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paration for future life, the thoughts of you 
will rise before its mind, like good angels, 
and though dead, you will yet speak to it. 

Let every father and mother, who bring 
their child to the altar of God in Baptism, 
follow out the influence of the solemn and 
delightful scene, by repeating the dedication 
of the child in secret, and by making the 
impression on its mind that it stands ' in a 
solemn relation to Almighty Grod. This will 
be-done effectually, with God's blessings by 
frequently appealing to its Maker in the 
child's presence and in its behalf, and by 
connecting its name with the posture and 
words of supplication. 

3. The parents will early teach the child 
the nature and meaning of its Baptism. 

It will be natural to use those occasions 
for this purpose when the child's curiosity 
and interests are excited by witnessing the 
Baptism of children. 

In connection with this ordinance, the 
sight of which will impress all that is 
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upon tbi^ child's mind, it will be highly 
profitable to teach the child the notice be- 
stowed by its Maker upon infantsr and young 
children. Of this, the Baptism of an infant 
in the name of its God can be shown to be 
an affecting illustration. As parallel to it, 
and an illustration of the same divine regard 
for infants, ! the history of Moses maybe 
made familiar to the child. It was the 
Maker of heaven and earth that directed the 
mother of Moses to prepare that ark for ber 
mfant son ; it was God that led her with it 
to the side of the river; it was God that 
watched the child as the swelling tide was 
rocking the ark, that no monster of the deep 
should be attracted by its ciy ; it was God 
diat led the princess to that part of the river 
wbere the ark Was ; and when the babe w^pt, 
it. was God that softened lier heart. And 
what an affecting instance of the godness of 
God, that when the princess sent to call a 
Dorse, He should have directed ber, 
ankoogst the thousands of Iclraelitiab women, 
to the child's own mother ! 



i 
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AH these incidents can be so represented 
to a child as to give it delightful views of the 
condescension of God, and to make it feel 
that He does notice even an infant. Speak 
of him that was a babe in the ark amongst 
the bulrushes, as afterward on the top of Si- 
nai ; and by this and other thrilling events 
in the life of Moses, connect the notice and 
care which God took of him, an infant, with 
his future usefulness and greatness. It will 
then appear to the child a most interesting 
and important, as well as solemn thing to 
have been presented to God in Baptism. 

If the child had advanced beyond infancy 
when it was baptized, the call of young Sam- 
uel in the temple by his Maker, and his sub- 
sequent goodness and greatness, may be used 
to illustrate God's notice of children at every 
period of childhood, and the effect in after 
life of having the notice and favor of God 
when we are, young. 

By these instructions, a child may be led 
to regard its Biq>tism with feelings of the 
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deepest interest. The thoiight thiEit God 
once looked upon it in His house, an uncon- 
scious child, and that prayers were offered 
in its behalf, and then, that in accordance 
with God's special regard for the children of 
the pious in all ages of the world, He gave 
it Baptism, and p^mitted His name to be 
called upon it, win have a tendency to bring 
Jehovah near to fhe <ihild as its condescend- 
ing God and friend, and will help to remove 
that dread ^of God which sin occasions ; — to 
subdue which, and to inspire us with confi- 
dence in himself as a* God willing to forgive, 
was one of the leading objects id the^incama- 
tion and life of Christ, and is a great design 
in all the ordinances of the gospef. 

As the child grows up, the parents wiH be 
careful to make it understand what they did 
wheii they offered it in Baptism. ' They will 
teach it, first, that they gave it away to God, 
and that He has the first claim upon it. In 
speaking with the child about its future life, 
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they wiU make it feel that in giving it up in 
Baptism, they intended the consecration of 
its whole existence to God, and that they 
shall inquire at every step of its progress for 
the will of God concerning it, and bring ,it 
up on principles which they believe Christ 
will sanction. They will keep this impress- 
ion on the child's mind, that God is its pro- 
prietor, and that they are acting for God : 
and they will thus lead the child by their ex- 
ample to say, ' My father, thou art the guide 
of my youth.' 

Then in the second place, they will teaob 
it that its. Baptism was permitted by its 
Maker, as a seal and token that He is will- 
ing to be its God and portion ; that he was 
mindful of it from the first moment of its 
existence, and received it when it was cast 
upon His arms at his birth ; and that having 
thus signified His willingness to be its God, 
and have it for His child, it has every in- 
ducement to love God, and no excuse for 
impenitence and irreligion. '^ God gave thee 
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tbe ordinance of Baptism whereby God^ is 
become thy God and is beforehand with thee, 
flo that if thou wilt return to God, He will 
undoubtedly receive thee." 

Other thoughts 4ipon this topic will be 
found in another place addressed to the bap- 
tized child. 

4. The parents Will remember the consecra- 
tion, of their child in Baptism, and their cove- 
nant vows, when deciding questions of duty 
la governing or advising their child. . 

The general principles already stated will 
be applied in particular cases by> the help of 
knowledge gained from various sources, to 
be guided by a sound discretion. One of 
the best helps in a Christian education of 
children is the 'Maternal Association' of 
modern times, composed of pious mothers 
who meet to converse on the subject of the 
management of children, to compare their 
various experience of difEculties^ trials, and 
success ; the little expedients which have 
been resorted to in the family to secure 
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obedience, subdue obstinacy, produce repen- 
tance, and encourage good dispositions. 
Eacii mother gains in this way an amount 
of practical knowledge which differs from 
the information that books give, as coin does 
from wedges of gold and silver. 

Then, the united prayers of these parents, 
to whom God has committed ' the hope of 
the church,' are, without doubt, heard in 
heaven with a peculiar interest. 

If any parent has a child in circumstances 
of danger, or that seems to stand in need of 
special prayer, {and what child does not ?) it 
would seem that the privilege of securing the 
prayers of a circle of pious mothers, who 
know so well from natural instinct how to 
intercede for a child, would be suflicient to 
induce every Christian mother to be a mem- 
ber of such a circle. 

In deciding questions relating to manage- 
ment, education,amusGmcnts, and other things, 
an enlightened conscience may be trusted for 
right decisions, being guarded on the one hand 



PRIVOIPLISS OV SmjdATlON. 78 

agBiMt Barrow Yiews of •duty by information 
gained from pious, and intelligent sources of 
instruction, and against worldliness on the 
other, by the fear of God, the remembrance of 
covenant vows, and the professed intention of 
living and of educating the child, for eternity. 
While the parents will seek the greatest use- 
fulness of the child, they will be restrained 
by their covenant vows from placing it in 
situations of temptation, or where there is 
imminent danger that error and sin may 
frustrate all that the grace of God may have 
done for it. ' Lead me not into temptation/ 
will be a prayer which the parents will fre- 
quently oflEer as a safeguard to the ambitious 
desire of seeing- the child prosper in the 
world at the risk of its salvation. They will 
regard the fear of the Lord, a conscientioos 
love of truth, of purity, of goodness, secur- 
ed by the regeneration of the soul« and the 
increasing strength of religious principle as 
the pearl of great price to be sought for their 
ehiU. If its wishes are worldly, and it mao- 
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ifests a taste for light and friTolous things, 
and seeks amusements which the parents 
know are dangerous to the soul, they will 
not hesitate a moment in bringing parental 
authority, in a judicious manner, to bear 
upon the child's conscience, and will fortify 
themselves against the danger of yielding to 
its perverse inclinations from mistaken af- 
fection or weakness, by remembering the 
baptismal vows, and the oft repeated cove- 
nant with God. 

Grod will strengthen the parents' authority 
who thus throw themselves upon His cove- 
nant in times of difficulty and trial with their 
children. The question by which, a parent 
can best judge of his treatment of his child 
in all cases of doubtful expediency, is this, 
H&w shall I wish that I had acted in this 
case, when my child is giving its Maker, 
in my hearing at His bar, an account of 
my intercourse wUh it on earth 1 Carry 
yourself and your child in this way in imag- 
ination before your final Judge, and settle 
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QTery religious scruple under impressions bor- 
rowed from that hour. 

It is aiTecting and painful to consider that 
some parents who have offered their children 
to Grod in Baptism, seem* as if they were ed- 
ucating them for Satan. AU the principles 
upon which they bring them up are worldly ; 
every question of duty is settled with no re- 
gard to the Christian standard of propriety ; 
and, in short, they have no more reference to 
the will of God, or to His honor or glory in 
connection with their children, than though 
there were no God. 

Why did they offer their children in Bap- 
tism? Perhaps, for the sake of carrying 
them into the public assembly, and giving 
them their names ; and probably they never 
think of the Baptism afterward, unless re- 
minded of it by seeing the dress which the 
child wore on the occasion, or by some other 
accident. 

There is great guilt in such conduct ; it is 
mocking God with an offering which they 
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did not intend to make, aiid have accordingljr 
withheld. 

Can we suppose that the child who is 
thus presented, and whose education corres* 
ponds with the careless manner in which it 
was offered, is received into covenant ? Or 
if God, in pity towards the unconscious crea- 
ture thus trifled with in this solemn scene of 
its spiritual history, does take the child into 
His covenant, the parents may be made to 
feel the consequences of their neglect by 
having the child a scourge and torment to 
them many years, though it be saved at last 
as by fire. 

When we see the undutiful and cruel con- 
duct of the d)ildren of Christian parents, es- 
pecially when we see them piercing their pa- 
rents' hearts with many sorrows in choosing 
a professed belief and a place of worship 
which their parents disapprove, we cannot 
but ask. Did these parents really covenant 
with God concerning their child ? or if they 
did. Have they been covenant4ireaker8 ? 
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Does He not call himself a covenant-keeping 
God, and has there not been some faalt with 
them that the blessings of the covenant are 
not realized ? 

Here it may not be improper to say, that 
there are cases in which the conduct of chil- 
dren, who have had parents of distinguished 
reputation and eminent worth, has been such 
aa, seemingly, to confound all rules and prin- 
ciples of education. In regard to such cases, 
it may he said, ^ The parents, with all their 
goodness, made some mistake in managing 
their children ; for instance, they were need- 
lessly severe in little things ; and the way- 
wardness of the children, who now begin to 
taste the sweets of liberty, comes from in- 
judicious restraint in early life.' Since none 
are without some faults as parents, as other- 
wise, the ill conduct of children may, per- 
haps, be traced, by one who is disposed to 
do it, to some discoverable failing in paren- 
tal character or conduct. 

But we should avdd even the appearance 
7* 
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of censuring parents whose experience seems 
to be an exception to the general result of 
success in faithful endeavors, though we 
may, with probability, assign the cause 'Of 
jfoilure to some defect of judgment or con- 
duct Every parent who is at all sensible 
how difficult it is to judge and act right in 
the management and discipline of children, 
will be charitable towards those whose chil« 
dren, discredit their treatment at home. For 
there are cases in which to charge the wick- 
edness of children to the faults or sins of par 
rents, seems to be an error like that commit- 
ted by the friends of Job, who laid his mis- 
fortunes and the afflictive dealings of a sove- 
reign providence with him, at the door of 
his own tabernacle. We are not at liberty 
thus to judge our fellow-creatures, when the 
reasons of the case are not self-evident. 

While we say this in regard to singular 
cases of exception, we should not disparage 
principles and rules of education, nor become 
fatalists upon this subject. ^^ In the morn- 



iag-flow thy seed : and in th€; evening witb- 
bold not thy band.'' It is the general rule^ 
that the pious and faithful endeaTors of pa- 
rents shall be crowned with success. 

It is often said, and for the eheoaragemetit 
of those who are in humble life, it deserres 
to be repeated, that some of the best instan- 
ces of parental management and family goT- 
ernment, tad of filial character and conduct, 
are often seen in cases where neither of the 
parents ever read a book on education, or 
followed out a system of rules with their 
children. Plain common-setise, acting as 
exigences require, and consistent piety ,^ are 
frequently successful in family discipline, 
while studied and systematic efibrts some- 
times result as has been stated. But does 
this prove that principles and rules are worth- 
less? Those parents who are successful 
without systematic rules, Nevertheless act on 
certain principles, though unable to philoso- 
phize about them. The conclusion is. While 
there are vii^lar exceptions of filial deprav- 
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ity under the most faithful parental discipline, 
there is every encouragement in Scripture, 
reason, and from conunon observation, for 
pious and faithful efforts to train up children 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 
Let hope and effort never cease. 

Some Christian parents seem to regard 
their children's apostacy with little or no con- 
cern, and perhaps never remonstrated with 
them when they first discovered their indi- 
Dation.to forsake the guide of their youth, 
and the covenant of their God ; but let them 
imbibe error, and take up with forms of un- 
belief which dishonor their God and Saviour, 
without even the weak reproof of Eli, ^ Nay, 
do not so, my sons.' 

Have you not solemnly given your chil- 
dren to the Father, to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost ? and can you permit them to 
violate their Baptism without strong efforts 
and prayers to hind them to the covenant 
which was made for them with heaven ? 
God has entrusted their immortal interests to 
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your care. You mast one day surrender 
yonr charge at His bar, when He will say, 
Give an account of thy stewardship, for thou 
mayest be no longer 8tew8(rd. 

In view of what has been said, the feel- 
ings with which parents bring their children 
for Baptism should be those of serious am* 
sideration and great solemnity^ They come 
to take a most important charge upon them- 
selves, as lacing as the possibility of influ- 
encing their children* It is not a formai 
service upon which they attend ; it is to re- 
ceive the oath of heaven upon themselves 
in regard to their ofispring, and to assume 
obligations which are to affect the interests 
of the children for eteraity. Parents, there- 
fore, should not come to the baptismal ser- 
vice until they are impressed with the nature 
of the service in which diey are about to 
engage, and the extent of the promise and 
covenant which they are about to make. 
As it is a vduntary service, they should be 
more carefol to do it acceptably and with 
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godly fear. The two victims of falsehood 
who fell dead at Peter's feet, were especially 
guilty, because the offering which they coud- 
terfeited was voluntary and not by constraint 
If you see fit to withhold your children from 
Baptism, it is in your power to do so, and 
the consequence will indeed be a loss to 
your own soul and to them. But if you 
propose to make this voluntary offering, you 
must be sincere and unreserved in the con- 
secration, and faithful afterward, for it will 
be better for you not to vow, than to vow 
and not pay. 

But the feelings of the parents should not 
be exclusively those of overwhelming re- 
sponsibility. They should come to the ser- 
vice with joy. They have an immortal soul 
committed to their care, and it will be a re- 
lief to their feelings if they may secure the 
assistance and blessing of their Maker in 
training it up for heaven. By dedicating 
the child to God, and making use of his ap- 
pointed ordinance of Baptism, they secure 
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for the child the special notice of Grod. He 
also enters into engagements respecting it. 
This will not lessen the sense of responsi- 
bility in the parents, but will increase it^ and 
at the same time mingle with \t a feeling of 
hope and confidence which will stcejigthea 
their faith and efforts. 
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TiuB benefits of Infant Baptism may be 
oonaidered, 1. In reference to the parents, 
and 2. To the child. 

The benefits to the parents are as fdlows : 

1. The solemn Baptismal service, in the 
presence of many witnesses, is fitted to im- 
press very deeply upon the parents their 
obligations and promises in regard to their 
children. 

Some may say, If we dedicate onr child 
to God at home, what is the use of a public 
consecratioa ? 

We may ask in reply. If you dedicate 
yourseWes to God iu your closets, what is 
the use of a public profession of religion ? 
You can readily answer the ialter <p]e8tioa. 
* I must profess Christ before men. God 
expects me to own my obligations to Him 
before the world. I must do good by my 
example. I shall be restrained from sin, 
and prompted to duty, by remembering my 
pubBc profession.' 

These soaaons asay be applied in the case 
S 
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of Infant Baptism. You must avouch the 
Lord Jehovah, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 
to be the God and portion of your children, 
before angels and men. The recollection of 
what you have done will excite you to great- 
er faithfulness. The vows in public will 
have tenfold more effect upon your mind 
than those which are made in private. 

But some say, Why make use of Baptism 
in consecrating children to God ? Why not 
bring them to the house of God, and have 
public prayers for them without using the 
form of Baptism ! We may ask again in re* 
ply, Why use the ordinance of the Lord's 
Supper when we would in a particular man- 
ner remember the Lord Jesus ? Why not 
come to the house of Grod, have prayers and 
a sermon suited to. bring the Saviour .near to 
the mind, and not use the ordinance of the 
Supper ? The ready answer which everyone 
will give, is, There is something in the sight 
of the ordinance, in taking consecrated em- 
blems into Qur bands, which affects the mind 
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more deeply with the thought of Christ, than 
silent meditation could ever do. Our minds 
are affected through the senses. God re- 
members this in appointing the ordinances 
of his worship, and while He does not bur- 
den us with form? and ceremonies, He re- 
tains the use of them^ to a limited extent, in 
Baptism and the Lord's Supper. The pa- 
rent feels that fiaptisih is of divine appoint- 
ment, and is deeply impressed by using the 
divine right for his child; and the minister, 
standing before the parents in the place of 
Gt>d, and in His name placing the seal of 
Heaven upon the infant, exerts a greater in- 
fluence upon the parent than any exhorta- 
tions could do without the ordinance. 

2. Another benefit to the parents of lii- 
fisint Baptism,, is, The pleasure and satisfac- 
tion afforded by the ordinance. 

A Christian parent who loves his. child 
will ever think of its Baptism with delight. 
It .is a satisfiaction to know that he has given 
up his child into the hands of God^ and that 
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God has engaged to be, in a special manner, 
the God of him and of his seed. So that 
the service is a blessing to the parent, in the 
feelings which.it occasions towards God, ai 
standing in a new relation to him through 
the child. A father and tnother are con- 
scions of a new bond of love in and throng 
their children. Thus the dedication of a 
child to God, and His admission of it into 
His covenant, makes a new tie for a parent's 
heart to the love and service of his Maker. 

Whenever a parent who has had his child 
baptized, feels anxious in regard to the fu- 
ture, the recollection of the baptismal cove- 
nant will quiet his mind. If the parents die 
while the child is young, the remembrance 
of its dedication to God, and the confident 
belief that it was received into His covenant, 
will help them to look at it from the dying 
pillow, with peace. What a scene is this ! 
A parent is dying. The children jare brought 
in. God only can describe the emoliana of 
the patent in casting the eye upon the chil- 
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dren, so unconscious of what is happening to 
them in losing a parent, so ignorant of what 
the parent knows to be the dangers of the 
world. In prayer, the dying saint expresses 
his desire for the blessing of God upon his 
children. But if he can remember that when 
he was in health and strength, he did with 
sincerity dedicate those children to God, in 
His house, and that he had reason ta believe 
that God received them into His covenant, 
and if their dedication has been followed up 
by a consistent treatment of his children, he 
will have a feeling of preparation and readi- 
ness to die, so far as his children are concern- 
ed, like that which he has when he remem- 
bers that he has not neglected repentance till 
the dying hour. Dying parents have fre- 
quently spoken of their children's Baptism in 
a way that showed it to be one of the richest 
fsources of comfiDrt this side of heaven. If 
sparents would always regard this service 
«i^ f)rQper feelings^ and make it more of a 
raligioufr Bet vice! Uhui many do, it would 

8* 
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Strengthen Uiem when flesh and heart are 
failing. 

Bat how does the recollection of the mere 
service of Baptism add anything to the com- 
fort of a dying parent f 

Though a Christian relies upon the evi- 
dences of piety which his whole life afibrds, 
yet, in times of trouble, and especially in 
death, he recurs with pleasure to seasons of 
special covenanting with God. Every one 
who has not been superficial in his Christiaa 
experience, has had times of peculiar enjoy- 
ment in his religious life, days of festing and 
prayer, or other seasons of particular inter- 
est, when it seemed to him that he had 
clear evidence of knowing Grod and of being 
known of Him« To these seasons the mind 
recurs in death with joy and hope, though 
the general evidence of being a child of 
God, which the life and conduct affords, is 
by no means to be overlooked. So it is a 
relief to parents in death to look back to one 
particular act of conseoiationy made solemn 
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by tbe flenricefi oi the bouse of God and of 
the Sabbath. 

3. Another benefit to parents of baptizing 
their children is, It affords them in after life 
a ground of religious appeal to the eoo- 
acienoe and affections of the child. 

A trait in childhood, perhaps as strongly 
marked as any other, is a love of affectionate 
notice from others. It is probable that the 
reader, recurring to the scenes of early Ufa, 
will find that those who showed him spedal 
kindness in childhood made an impiession 
opon his mind which is amongst his deepest 
impressions of love and gratitude. To this 
peculiarity m the child's mind, tiie fact of 
having been admitted by God to His specud 
notice and covenant j makes a strong appeal. 
The parent tells the child that . in infancy it 
was presented to God, and its Maker was 
invdKed by a whole congrqpUion on its be- 
half, and that God from that time regarded 
it as in a peculiar sense his child ; that now 
the child is under special obligations to love 
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and serve that God who was kind to it whcfi 
it was helpless, and had mercy on it when it 
was offered to him in his house ; that for a 
whole church to have prayed to Grod for it, 
and for God to have heard their prayer, 
makes it a very dreadful thing for the child 
to be otherwise than good, and that if it is 
inclined to be good, it may be sure that God, 
who remembers its Baptism and His cove- 
nant, will rejoice to help its endeavors. The 
parents will find great assistance in appeal- 
ing to theiir child's feelings, if they can thus 
refer in particular to one special act of Gtxl's 
favor towards the child. When it has wit- 
nessed the Baptism of another child, it may 
be made to understand that all which was 
done for that infant on the part of God, the 
parents, and the church, was done for itself 
in its infancy, and thence an appeal can be 
made to a child's feelings and conscience 
mrhich may never be foigotten. 

After what has been said, no one will 
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question the benefits of Infant Baptisoiy eren 
thoagh they should be no other than those 
which we have seen come to the child through 
the parents. 

But some ask, Of what benefit is the' or- 
dinance to an unconscious infant ? 

Suppose that a friend li^ould propose to 
invest property for your infant, and rfiould 
wish you to dign certain papers, would yoli 
say, Of what benefit can this ceremony be 
to an unconscious child? Would you ioh 
dulge in expressions of ridicule at tfas 
thought of doing such a thing for a ^ setee* 
less child'? 

Suppose that in a circle which had met for 
prayer, a mother should ask you to ofier a 
special prayer for the young children tS 
those who were present, would you say. Of 
what benefit can it be to the children who 
are unconscious that we are praying for 
them? 

b nothing u$rfvl to a person wdesa he is 
consdot/^ of it at the time when it is done 
for him ? 
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But what right have the parents thus to 
make engagements for the child without its 
consent ? 

The answer is found in the general prin* 
ciple that we may benefit another without 
its consent. 

This principle is often acted upon in pri- 
vate instances of charity. The only ques- 
tion that remains then, is, Is it benefiting the 
child or not, to surround him in infancy with 
such influences as, when he grows up, will 
incline him to believe the Christian rel^on, 
and to love and serve God ? If there is any 
improper interference with the child's free- 
dom in so doing, we must do nothing for our 
children in the way of moral influence until 
they may have grown beyond that influence, 
and have had time to be corrupted and 
ruined. 

The benefit to a child of Infant Baptism 
may be seen in several particulars. 

1. It secures to the child the special favor 
of God. 
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This is on the supposition that the conse- 
t;ration is made by the parents in sincerity, 
in faith, and is followed by consistent con- 
duct. If God has not in any manner signi- 
fied His will that the admission of childreo 
into covenant with Him, through their par 
rents, should cease, — and this we nowhere 
find that he has done,- — the baptized child 
is of course received into a special relation 
to God. 

Suppose, however, that there had never 
been such a thing as admitting the children 
of believers into a particular relation, through 
their parents, to God. We should still feel 
that there was a suitableness in Infant Bap- 
tism, and should believe that it secured the 
special favor of Gt)d to a child ; and on the 
following grounds : Baptism is the sign of 
separation to the Christian fidth ; there is ne^ 
command to restrict it io believers: ^Be- 
lieve and be baptized,' no more exchides 
an in&nt from Baptism, than ^ Believe and 
be saved,' excludes it from salvation ; the 
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apostles baptii^d households^ and it is proba- 
ble that there were children in them. There 
is nothing in the nature of Baptism^ in our 
Tiew, to hinder it from being given to any, 
at the request of a responsible Christian ap- 
plicuit, who has the rightful authority and a 
professed religious qualification and disposi- 
tion to carry out in his treatment of the sub- 
ject of Baptistli the isolemn and important 
meaning of the ordinance. 

God is a hearer of prayer. He enters 
into covenant with those wha in a suitable 
manner covenant with him. If a Christian 
parent brings a child into the house of God, 
and receives upon- the child the sign of 
separation to the Christian faith, thereby em* 
tering into solemn covenant with God to 
faring up that child for Him, and praying God 
to take it into his special care, we cannot 
doubt that diere is a peculiar relation insti- 
tuted between that child and (rod. We 
believe that the act <^ dedication would se- 
care it, if the Abrahamic covenant had nevor 
been mentioned. 



BCNWITS TO A CHILD. 97 

Bat when, in addition to this, we believe, 
as we have before observed, that God still 
regards the children of his people as in cove- 
nant with Him, we are fully authorized in 
saying that the pious and faithful perform- 
ance of the act of infant consecration by 
Baptism, secures to the child the sf^ecial 
lavor of God. 

S. It secures to the child the prayers of 
the church at the time of the Baptism, at 
the Lord's table, and in the circles for prayer. 

The fact of the public consecration of the 
children to God, and of their holding by 
this means a peculiar relation to God and to 
the church, has a tendency to interest the 
feelings of the churches in children. 

The connection between these prayers and 
their effects, may not be traced out by the 
child in this world ; but in heaven he may 
see the connection of preservations, and 
blessings, and of salvation, with the prayers 
of the church in his behalf, secured by his 
being a child of the covenant. 

9 
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3. Infant Baptism^ if properly understood 
and performed by the parents^ will secure to 
the child the highest measure of pious pa- 
rental influence. 

Anything that will make parents faithful 
and prayerful with their children is of great 
benefit to the child. Who can speak of the 
value pf pious parents to a child ! How 
many of our race will place this in their 
future songs of praise as the first of earthly 
blessings ! 

We have seen that the influence of Infant 
Baptism on a parent is one of the most pow- 
erful means to secure faithfulness in bringing 
op the child for God. It is, therefore, an 
important benefit to a child to be baptized 
by pious, conscientious parents ; and none 
but those who trust they are such should 
ofier their children in Baptism. 

4. The thoughts of its Baptism will afford 
the child a ground of hope and prayer in 
after life, and especially at the time of its 
conversion. 
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There are moments, especially when the 
Spirit of God is striving with us, when any- 
thing that can keep the soul from despair, 
and encourage hope, is of great importance* 
At such times it will be natural for a child 
who has been faithfully taught the nature of 
his Baptism, and the relation in which he 
thereby stands to God and God to him, to 
appeal to his Maker on the ground of the 
covenant made for him by his parents. *■ O 
Lord, I am thy servant ; I am thy servant 
and the son of thine handmaid.' ^Thou art 
the God that took me from my birth ; I was 
cast upon thee when a child.' Who can 
doubt that a child that has been told that it 
was baptized, and has been made to under- 
stand what Baptism implies, will find occa- 
sions through life, and some of them having 
a momentous bearing upon his destiny, when 
he will be led with great efiect to plead the 
covenant of a covenant-keeping God ? 

Here, as a specimen of the testimony of 
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pious men to the influence, in after life, of 
their Infant Baptism, I will quote the testi- 
mony of Matthew Henry : " I cannot but 
take occasion to express my gratitude to God 
for my Infant Baptism : not only as it was 
an early admission into the visible body of 
Christ,. but as it furnished my parents with a 
good argument, and I trust, through grace, 
a prevailing argument, for an early dedica- 
tion of myself to God in my childhood. If 
God has wrought any good work upon my 
soul, I desire with humble thankfulness, to 
acknowledge the influence of my Infant 
Bcgfftism upon tf •* 

* Life, 60. p. i. Vol., Commentary. London, 1828. 
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Perhaps you were an infant, asleep when 
you were brought to the house of God to be 
baptized. You of course knew nothing of 
what was doing for you. But God, who is 
everywliere present, saw you when you 
€aiiie into his house. The Saviour saw you, 
and remembered that He was once an infaiit 
like you, in the arms of his mother. When- 
ever an infant is brought into the house of 
God, it must be that the Saviour looks at it 
with great kindness and love. When He 
wa« on earth infants were brought to Him 
that He might touch them, and He said, 
Suffer the little children to come unto me, 
and forbid them not : for of such is the 
kingdom of god* Now tlie Bible says that 
Christ is the same yesterday, to-day, and for- 
ever ; and of course. He has the same feel- 
ings towards children now as he had on 
earth. 

Without doubt, the Saviour looked down 
upon you with great tenderness, when you 
"were brought into the house of Gt)d to be 
baptized. 
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. Perhaps He thought, as He looked upon 
jou, ' Heret is an infant : it does not know 
where it is, or what they are doing with it. 
But it has a soul which is to live forever, and 
it will grow to be like an angel, or a wicked 
spirit. This is one of the souls for which I 
died on Calvary. Its fieither or mother, or 
both) love me, .and I love them, and they 
have come to give me this child, that it may 
have my blessing, and if it grows up, be good 
and useful in the world. I will look into 
the parents' hearts, and see if they really 
wish me to take the child to be mine ; and 
if they do, I will. I will hear the prayers 
which are offered for the child, and if it is 
good as it grows up, it shall be a lamb in my 
flock.' 

Then the congregation rose, and the minis- 
ter prayed that the Saviour would take you 
to be His child and love you forever. He 
prayed that you might live, and know Christ, 
and what He has done for you ; that you 
might early be pious, a comfort to your pa- 
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rente, and a blessing to a great many souLsy 
and Uiat you mighjt be seen with your pa- 
rente praising God. Then he said what 
your parento would if they had spoken: 
G009 Thou hast given us this child : and we 
come to give it up to Thee, Thou madest 
it, and hast breathed its soul into it, nnd it 
belongs to Thee, and to Thee it shall be 
given. Look upon this child as consecrated 
to Thee, and help us to remember, when we 
carry it away, that we are to take care of it 
for God, and to teach it how to love and 
please God early. We give it to the Saviour, 
who himself was once a child ; who came 
into the world to save sinners, and who 
wishes to save this child. We promise that 
we will begin early to teach it about the 
Saviour, and we will endeavor to make it 
feel that it has been given to Christ, and that 
it will be delightful for it to love Him early, 
and to be loved, as it will then be, by Him. 
When it grows up, let it not forget God. 
If ite father and mother die when it is 
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young, take care of it, and remember that 
we have given it to Thee. If it shall be 
wicked, and will not love what is right, and 
dies wibked, we know that God must shut it 
out of heaven, for Thou hast said, 'If thou 
fteek me, I will be found of thee, but if thou 
forsake me, I will cast thee off forever.' 

But may this child live in heaven with us, 
having been good and useful in the world. 
When it is old enough to understand what 
was done to it, its being baptized shall make 
it feel that^ it belongs to Christ, and that jt 
cannot refuse to love Him without being un- 
grateful to the Saviour who was kind to it 
when an infant. May its Baptism always 
c6me to its mind when it shall be tempted to 
do or say anything wicked. May it remem- 
ber that God still sees it, as He did when it 
was baptized, and that He will be grieved 
with it if it is not good, but will love it if it is 
a good child, and take care of it, and Christ 
will prepare a place for it in heaven. 

Then you were baptized in the name of 



J 



106 THE BAPTIZED CHILD. 

the Father, and of the Son, and of th( 
Holt Ghost. 

It was the same as though the ministe 
said, ' We give this child to God the Fath 
er ;' and God the Father had answered, si 
that all the congregation could hear, ^ I wil 
love and bless this child, if it does not re 
fuse my love now promised to it ;' and th 
minister had added, We give this child toil 
Saviour, Jesus Christ ; and Christ had answei 
ed. Of such is the kingdom of God ; — ^I lov 
them that love me, and they that seek m 
early shall find me :' We give this chil< 
to the Holy Ghost; and the Goly Ghos 
had. breathed his blessing upon you. 

God remember^ your Baptism. He ha 
often looked to see if your parents teaci 
you, and pray with you, as they promiset 
they would do, when they carried you awa] 
from the Baptism, as a child given them h 
bring up for heaven. 

God remembers your Baptism. Perhap 
you pray to Hini when you are alone. H< 
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hears your voice and looks into your heart, 
and knows how you feel. For when you 
were baptized He made this promise, ^ If 
thou seek me I will be found of thee.' 

Now though you are young, God knows 
you and sees you. The same God that 
watphed the infant Moses when he lay in his 
ark by the river-side, and kept him safe till 
the king's daughter found him and gave him 
back to his mother, watches you when you 
sleep, and when you wake, and allday long. 
The same God who was in the temple where 
Samuel slept, and who spoke in the night, 
and said, ' Samuel ! Samuel !' now sees you ; 
and indeed you are never out of His sight. 

God wishes you to come to heaven with 
your parents when you die, and there He 
will make you happy. And now he wishes 
you to begin to love Him and pray to Him, 
and He will certainly love you. He wishes 
you to be good to your parents, always to 
mind what they say, and never to do any- 
thing that will give them pain. 
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He wishes yoa to be kind and gentle to 
other children ; to do what is right before 
them, so as to induce them to fear God. 
He wishes you to read the Bible, for it is His 
book, and to think much of what you read. 
He wishes you to love the Saviour, and to 
think what that Saviour has done for you in 
becoming a child like you, and at last dying, 
that your sins and ours may be forgiven. 
The Holy Ghost wishes to cleanse you from 
all sin, and make you fit for heaven. Is it 
not kind in God thus to think of you, and 
to wish so much to make you happy ? It is 
very kind. Of course you wish to thank 
Him when you pray to Him, and ask Him 
to be your friend forever, and to help you to 
be as good as He and your parents wish you 
to be. 

You must never feel that God is not wil- 
ling to hear your prayers. You roust never 
be afraid to pray to Him ; if you have done 
wrong, you must go to Him, as well as to 
your parents, and confess your sin and for- 
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sake it. He loves to forgive children when 
tbey repent, and if you ask Him, He will 
help you to be good when you are tempted 
to sin. I haive only one thing more to say. 
God looks upon you as His' child. Your 
parents gave you to Him when you were 
baptized. The minister and the church gave 
you to God in their prayers. Angels from 
heaven saw you when you were given to 
God. Now, will you not be a child of God ? 
If you will. He will certainly love you. If 
you are not willing, but prefer to be wicked, 
you must know that all who are not the 
children of God, are called in the Bible the 
children of the wicked one. And all such 
must be sent away after death to live with 
that wicked one. But God will keep you 
from him, if you will give 'yourself to God 
88 your parents gave you to Him when you 
were baptized. He will defend you while 
yoa live, so that nothing will happen to you 
which will not in the end be good for you. 
He will at last give you a place at His right 

10 
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band in heaven> there to be happy without 
end. You must therefore make no delay^ 
but immediately go before God in prayer, 
and ask Him to be your God, and tell Him 
that you would be His child. 

You may have grown up beyond child- 
hood, and have long been old enough to 
know and love God. You have been bap- 
tized in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost, and God en- 
gaged at your Baptism to be your God, if 
you would be His child. He gave you to 
pious parents that you might early be taught 
to love and fear Him. It was a special iavor 
to you that God gave you to pious parents. 

Have you ever given yourself to God to 
be His child ? Do you love God, and do you 
hope that He loves you ? Are you ever so 
happy as when you have prayed, confessing 
your sins, and asking God to forgive and 
love you ? Do you believe and hope that 
when you die God will take you to heaven, 
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and does it give you joy to think of being 
in heaven with God ? If so, you have the 
highest reason to be thankful and happy. 
What return can you make to God for His 
kindness to you ? It is your duty and privi- 
lege to devote yourself to God's service and 
glory. It should be your great question, 
How can I best please God ? Make this 
question the rule by which you live, and by 
which you form your plans for future life. 
For, you are not your own ; you have been 
consecrated to God ; you belong to the Fa- 
ther, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost, 
by the covenant of Baptism. What an 
honor to be thus related to your Maker! 
Now let it be your chief desire to do and to 
be that which will best please God. 

If you ask Him to direct you for this pur- 
pose. He will be pleased to do it. You re- 
member the story of Solomon. God ap- 
peared to him in the night and said, Ask 
what I shall do for thee. And Solomon 
prayed for heavenly wisdom., that he might 
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in the highest and best manner glorify GkxL 
And God said, Because thou hast not asked 
riches, wealth, nor honor, nor long life — 
wisdom and knowledge is granted unto thee, 
and I will give thee riches and wealth and 
honor. 

Now God says, ^ In all thy ways acknow- 
ledge me, and I will direct thy paths.' If 
you thus acknowledge Him, you may confi- 
dently say, *Thou wilt guide me by thy 
counsel, and afterwards receive me to glory.' 

Beside your daily prayers of consecration 
to God, it will be profitable for you to find 
out the day when you were baptized, and 
keep that day yearly, as a special season of 
thanksgiving, and of renewing your consecra- 
tion to God. You will not forget to do the 
same on your birth-day, consecrating, with 
solemn prayer, your body, soul and spirit, to 
Gk>d, and thinking how solemn and impor- 
tant a thing it is to have been born ; and 
that the favor of God alone can prevent it 
from being an everlasting and dreadful burse, 
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and that with His blessings eternal life in 
heaven will be the delightfujl and glorious 
consequence. 

Thus, till you die, as we trust you will 
through eternity, bless and praise God for 
your Baptism, and renew that consecration 
through life, and in your dying hour, which, 
in the morning of your life was like the dew 
of heaven upon your soul 

It may be, that my young friend is not yet 
a Christian. You have never acknowledged 
the consecration which your parents made of 
you when you were baptized, God has 
been waiting for you to do it* To-day, He 
will rejoice to keep his covenant with you, if 
you will call upon him in prayer, with sin- 
cere aflfection. 

Perhaps the father or mother who held 
you in their arms when you were baptized, 
is dead. Those lips can no longer pray for 
you ; that hand can no more press yours in 
prayer ; the heart that beat with joy at the 
sound of your young footsteps is still ; the 

10* 
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eye that shed tears for you, that you might 
not perish, is closed till the judgment day. 

But in heaven your parent thinks of you 
continually. That departed spirit lookff 
round upon heaven and says, Will my child 
dwell here with me ? It sees whole families,. 
in little circles, in heaven, rejoicing together 
at each other's salvation ; the parents bless^ 
ing God, that their children are saved, and 
the children praising Him, that they are not 
separated from their parents. At such a 
sight your parent says. Shall my family meet 
together thus ? and then the thought of your 
having been baptized in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost, with a most sincere consecration, at- 
tended and followed with earnest prayers 
and faithful instructions, inspires the hope, 
that you will come to heaven when you die. 

When a departed spirit from this earth 
enters the heavenly world, there is doubt- 
less great joy and welcomings from those 
already there. With what interest may we 
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suppose a parent in heaven hears it announc- 
ed, that another soul has come to join their 
number) thinking that it may be its child ! 
Thus, perhaps, your departed parent thinks 
of you ; but alas ! as you now are, your en- 
trance into eternity will not occasion joy. 

Perhaps you would meet your parent as 
you entered the world of spirits. You 
would probably find that parent a glorified 
spirit, arrayed in shining garments, its coun- 
tenance beaming with happiness, its voice 
full of music. The parent would immedi- 
ately see by your affrighted look and tremb- 
ling voice, that you were not found ready to 
die, that you had not made Grod your friend, 
Christ your Saviour, nor heaven your home. 

My child, your parent would say^ Are you 
indeed impenitent ? You were taught what 
you must do to be saved. I gave you to 
God in Baptism, and there was everything 
in your case to make it easy for you to be a 
pious child. You have forsaken the guide 
of your youth, and forgotten the covenant 
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of your God ; I can do nothing for you. 
Farewell, my child, till the judgment day, 
and then, farewell forever ! 

Can you endure the thought of such a 
meeting with your departed parent, and of 
such a separation ? And must it not take 
place unless you are changed from what you 
now are ? Soon you may die, and realize all 
that I have described. 

Instead of this, a happy life, a calm death, 
and a joyful meeting with the departed, may 
be yours. You have been dedicated to (rod 
in Baptism, so that now, if you will return 
to God, He will receive you. Though yoo 
have neglected it so long, it is not too late. 
God, and Christ, and the Spirit of grace, 
will Tejoice to own you as their child. And 
if there is joy in the presence of the angels 
of God over a sinner that repenteth, the 
news of your repentance may reach your 
parents and friends in heaven, and make 
them more happy than we can describe. 
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It may be^ that your parents are yet living. 
Nothing would giv^ them, more joy if they 
are Christians, thanv to see you devoting 
yourself to God. 

You may soon stand at their dying bed ; 
how happy will you make them, if they can 
then look upon you and feel, that there is a 
probability of your meeting them in heaven. 

Perhaps they may soon be called to see 
you die. If you have become a Christian, 
you and they will rejoice at the prospect of 
having a home in heaven, where death can- 
not enter. And then, when you are gone, 
the belief that you are in heaven will make 
them happy, and lead them to think of dy- 
ing, with the delightful hope of seeing their 
child a glorified spirit. 

Again, if you survive them, and are use- 
ful in the world, how glad will you make 
them, in Heaven, by all that you will have 
been permitted to do for Christ on earth ? 
and how happy will they be in recollecting, 
4hat their dedication of you to God was not 
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Do you ask, What shall I do ? Go before 
God in prayer, and tell Him thiat you have 
Gome to renew the dedication that was made 
of you in Baptism. 

Then give yourself away to God in some 
such words as these : My God and Father, 
Saviour of my soul, and Holy Spirit — to 
whom I was given when I was a child — ^I 
feel that it is my duty to love Thee with all 
my heart. Thou wast good to me when I 
did not know it. Thou hast given me pious 
friends to pray for me and to dedicate me to 
Thee. Although I was not able to give my 
consent to that dedication, I rejoice that it 
was made, and I now come to do myself 
what was then done for me. I now give 
myself to God, and from this time I will 
say. My Father, thou art the guide of my 
youth. I give myself away to the great Re- 
deemer, who loved me, and gaye himself for 
me. I bless Him that He was willing to be 
a child ; that He was once young like me, 
though He also made earth, and heaven, and 
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all things. To this Saviour, great and glori- 
ous as He is kind, I now give myself away, 
to love and serve Him forever. I give my- 
self up to the Holy Ghost, beseeching Him 
to dwell in me, arid make me pure in heart, 
to correct all that is wrong in my temper, 
disposition, and feelings, and to fill me with 
the love of God, and fit me to serve Him 
here and enjoy Him forever. 

If you pray in this manner, with sincerity, 
and act accordingly, God will hear you, and 
remember His covenant, and be your God. 
Then all things will be yours : whether life 
or death, things present or things to come ; 
all will be yours: and you will be Christ's, as 
Christ is God's. 

It may be, that you, who now read these 
lines, were baptized in infancy by pious pa- 
rents, but have rejected, the faith which was 
their comfort and hope in life and death. 
Perliaps you have joined yourself, to those 
who reject the truths which they thought es- 
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sental to -saHration, and id -^ the belief of 
which yoo were baptized. Thmr God you 
maf have forsakeo^ their Saviour you may 
have denied) and the Holy Ghost, whom 
they adored and loved, you may have griev* 
ed. Some temptation, perhaps, has lured 
you away from the path of your parents. 
For the sake of praise, or favor, or gain, or 
pleasure, you may have cast off the cove- 
nant which God made with your parents on 
your behalf. Or, without any obvious rea- 
son, you are reckless of religion, and of 
your soul. 

Are those parents in heaven ? They can 
never cease to think of you ; they are wait- 
ing to hear of your return to that covenant 
which they made for you with God. It is 
possible that you may be brought back. I 
apeak <>n the supposition that you are fight- 
ing against convictions, and are determined 
not to be converted. God may affect your 
imnd by that silent power which has broogbt 
hundreds like you to think on their ways, 
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and return from their apostasy. Or He may 
send trouble upon you, and bring you back 
by His rod. You may indeed be an excep- 
tion to the general rule of His grace as a 
covenant-keeping God ; but it is in vain for 
you to entrench yourself, by arguments and 
bad influences, against His mercy. If you 
do not provoke Him to cast you off forever, 
the still small voice that made Elijah hide his 
face in his mantle when he bad withstood 
the thunder and the whirlwind, can yet 
bring you to repentance; though this af- 
fords you no ground for presumption. You 
are a baptized child, and you know it; you 
belong to Father, Son, and Holt Ghost, 
and you cannot longer refuse to hear the 
voice of your conscience, or to yield to 
those cords of love which now are drawing 
you ipto a covenant with your Saviour, with- 
out danger of being separated from your 
parents, and of being abandoned of God 
forever. 

11 
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It is pleasing to see a man who is not a 
member of the church, nor by profession a 
Christian, ready and willing to assist his wife 
in presenting her child for Baptism. It is an 
evidence that shame does not triumph over 
his respect and affection for his wife and the 
mother of his children, and that the fear of 
man that bringeth a «nare has not wholly 
entwined itself about his conscience. The 
man who truly promises to respect and hon- 
or his wife, will remember that he is to re- 
spect her conscience and honor her fear of 
the Lord ; and he will do this when she 
wishes to offer her child in Baptism, though 
he knows that he will be condemned by it 
for not being able to offer the child in his 
own name. 

Though one feeling which we have in see- 
ing a man do this, is that of respect for the 
submission of his own feelings to those of 
his wife, we cannot repress other feelings, 
and it may be proper to state them here. 

We always think. Shall the wide separa- 
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tion, which now exists between these parents, 
continue forever, and one of them be in 
heaven, while the other is lost ? Shall this 
father look up towards heaven from his fu- 
ture abode in eternity, and say/ ^1 might 
have been there with my family, had I been 
wise to know what was for my peace F 
Shall he look round upon scenes of guilt 
and torment in hell, and remember the fire- 
side and the home that smiled at his coming 
in, the wife of bis youth, and the t^hildren 
whose footsteps and voices once made him 
think thait he was the happiest man on 
earth ? 

It is affecting to see such a man hold up 
his child for Baptism. God has placed the 
little creature in his care, and now he seems 
to present it to his Maker, as an expression 
of gratitude, and of desire for His blessing ; 
but on the part of its mother alone ! Why 
not on his part ? Shall God give you a child, 
and His goodness not lead you to repen- 
tance ? Can you bold up such a proof of 
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Qod^a love as a child is, and not give your 
own self to the Lord ? Does not such a scene 
bear witness to the duty and obligation of 
loving God ? and is it not a delightful oppor- 
tunity for you to consecrate yourself to 
God, when you come to his temple with his 
gift in your hands, and draw so near to Him 
in an act of dedication ? If the reader is one 
who has offered up his children for Baptism 
in their mother's name, remember that God 
says, ' I will be a God to thee and to thy 
seed ;' and let His goodness lead you to re- 
pentance. You will remember these scenes 
of your children's consecration in eternity. 
Shall it be with them, in heaven ? That hap- 
piness ik now within your reach. 

The cases are rare, and yet they do oc*^ 
cur, in which fathers are not willing that 
their wives should have Iheir children bap- 
tized. When this arises from self-will, as it 
frequently does, it indicates a state of gene- 
ral feeling in the man at home, which. is not 
wholly &vorable to domestic happiness, nor 

11* 
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to bis reputation as a husband and fatben 
It 18 a great injury to a man to be an unkind 
and disobliging husband ; it injures him in 
his inner man, in ways which he does not 
suspect; whereas the smallest acts that in- 
dicate the submission of his own feelings to 
those of his wife in certain cases,- — and that 
under consideration is one of them, — have 
a good influence upon him, by making 
him a better and a happier man. 

But wo have known cases in which these 
considerations could not be appreciated ; but 
the man has persisted in a rude and almost 
brutal resistance of his wife's desire to dedi* 
Gate her , children in Baptism. When the 
wife, though pious before marriage, consented 
against the remonstrances of friends and of 
her own conscience, to unite herself with 
one who she knew did not fear God, and 
perhaps was addicted to bad habits, we see 
her sin in her punishment so clearly, as not to 
feel that her desire to dedicate her children 
can be as sincere and pious as it might have 
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seemed under different circumstances ; — and 
still we feel more anxious to surround the 
children of such a union with religious influ- 
ences. 

There are cases, in which the wife has 
become a Christain after marriage, and has 
wished to dedicate her children in Baptism ; 
but her husband^ himself a despiser of reli- 
gion, will not yield to argument or .persua- 
sion. What shall we say to such a man ? 

Anything of the nature of stern remon- 
strance may only make him more desperate 
in his general resistance to religious influ- 
ences, and to this particular proposition. 
Something may be done^ by making him feel 
that it is the interest you take in his child- 
ren, and not any design upon him, that 
leads you to urge the matter of their Bap- 
tism. The thought, kindly expressed, of 
his being an obstacle in the way of their 
salvation, and an appeal to his better feel- 
ings in waiving his own opinions to please 
his wife, may have some effect upon him. 
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When you look at the power of a quiet 
south wind in sinking piles of snow and ice 
into the earth, you cannot but think how true 
an emblem it is of the influence of ' soft 
answers/ and of a course of uniform meek- 
ness and kindness in melting a stubborn 
heart. 

The mother, especially, should never cease 
from prayer and judicious effort ; by the 
circumstances of her situation, God may be 
trying the strength of her faith and her im- 
portunity, and may suspend great blessings 
for her family upon the result of the trial. 

The wives of impenitent husbands are too 
apt to suffer themselves to be drawn away 
from their own standard of duty, instead of 
seeking continually to draw their husbands 
to that standard. You either see a soften- 
ing influence working upon the man's char- 
acter) at least in the way of restraint, from 
the pious example and the consistency of 
the wife, or else the wife, however exempla- 
ry before marriage, sinks down into a state 
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of Stupidity, or conforoiity to the world. A 
Christian in such a union, needs to mark 
that passage, 2 Peter 1 : 10, ^ Give diligence 
to make your calling and election aure,' for 
daily meditation and prayer ; — not for her 
own sake only, but for the sake of the off- 
spring whose eternal destiny is, in a special 
manner, and in the midst of peculiar dangers, 
placed under her care. It should be tlie 
mother's constant endeavor to have her child- 
ren baptized, so as to surround them with 
every possible religious influence, as well as 
for the influence which her vows may exert 
upon her own conduct iu her family. 

This book may find its way into a house 
where neither of the parents are pious, and 
their children are growing up without relig- 
ion. Perhaps there is an infant in this 
house, the joy of its parents, the gift of God, 
an immortal spirit destined to heaven or 
hell, and that, according as the influence or 
neglect of these parents may decide. 
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It is melancholy to be in a house where 
God is not regarded. Over this dwelKng 
no angel listens to the voice of prayer or 
praise. On its door-post is written by invi- 
sible hands^ Without God in the world. No 
blood of the passover marks it as a dwelling 
of some of God's people ; no altar at the 
fireside or in the chamber, invokes His pre- 
sence and blessing. 

Here is a family bound together by ties 
the most interesting of any on earth. ^ Per- 
haps the parents are poor, and are compell- 
ed to labor hard for a living. 

How sad to think, that after working like 
slaves to live a few years, they may go 
where the wicked never cease from troub- 
ling, and the weary are not at rest \ How 
desirable, that they should have God for 
their portion, and heaven for their home, 
so that years of toil and hardship here, may 
be followed by rest and joy, made doubly 
sweet by earthly trials. But now, there is 
reason to fear that the family, parents and 
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children, will struggle through a hard life, 
only to meet a worse condition together be- 
yond the grave. 

God now appeals to your hearts, through 
your infant child, or older children. Labor 
not for the meat that perisheth, to sustain 
the life of your child, as though thi^ were 
your whole duty. Remember that God has 
committed the forming period of an immor- 
tal spirt's history and condition to you, and 
that your relation to this child is forever to. 
be to you a source of joy or sorrow. You 
must dedicate this child to God, and bring 
it up for heaven. 

Then, first, give your own selves to the 
Lord ; it will be cruelty which that child will 
understand and feel, if it should be lost, and 
will utter imprecations upon you for it, if 
you shall neglect its early religious, instruc- 
tion. It may hereafter cry, 'O that I had 
been bom a heathen^ and my parents had 
thrown me upon the shore ! Then my soul 
might have been taken to heaven, and now I 
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might have been a saint in light, but my 
Ckrisiian parents were the cause of my 
eternal pain !' If you would not occasion 
such weeping and wailing to that child who 
now smiles at you as its protectors, give 
yourselves, with your offspring, to God in 
the bonds of His covenant. 

Perhaps in your dwelling God has poured 
out a profusion of goodness, and, with chil- 
dren, has given you much to charm the eye 
and delight the heart, and you may be high- 
ly susceptible to the refined pleasures of life. 
All this you may now have, without religion, 
or a prospect of happiness beyond the grave. 
Your hopes are bounded by the narrow term 
of life ; you and your children have no pro- 
vision for another world. What must it be 
for you, so sensitive to pleasure and pain, to 
be shut out of heaven with your family, and 
to spend eternity with them in the world of 
sin and suffering! What exquisite pleasure 
will be yours, if all your present sources of 
happiness and susceptibilities to enjoymeot 
are refined and perpetuated in heaven ! And 
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if home and the relations of life are so de- 
lightful to you here, can jrou bear the thought 
of being stripped, like a tree by the blast of 
winter, of those attachments that constitute 
your chief, perhaps your only, happiness? 
Consider what distress and ruin you are 
bringing upon this beloved household, by 
neglecting to consecrate yourself and them 
to God. You are preparing the way for 
their final separation, or for their united 
banishment from God. Your kindness to 
tbem here, your affectionate endeavors to 
make them happy in this world, will only 
make their doom and their future portion 
more dreadful, by its contrast with their hap- 
piness in this life. But who can paint their 
bliss, if, by your pious and faithful conduct, 
the whole meet in heaven! What way 
of effecting this more suitable, than to dedi- 
cate your children, and yourself with them, 
to God ? What motive can more properly 
lead you to b^n a religious life, than a rea- 
sonable concern for the souls whose destiny 
Ghod hasin a measure entrusted to your care ? 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Restriction of Infant Baptism to the children of believ- 
ers. 1. The ancient privilege of believers. The sign 
of the covenant with them. Illustration. The rain- 
bow. No reeson why either should cease. II. Incon- 
sistency of one who is not a Christian, offering a child 
to God. Principle of divine government. Impor- 
tance of a visible distinction between the church and 
the world. Answers to objections. 

On being re-baptized. Its impropriety shown, from the 
meaning of Baptism. Cases of adult Baptism by the 
apostles, and the Baptism of Christ, not in point 
Baptism not a profession of religion. Right view of 
this matter, and an argument from it. To be re-bap- 
tized is to renounce the previous Baptism. Solemn 
and responsible act. 

On what grounds is Infqint Baptism re- 
stricted to the oflfspring of believers ? ^ 

When God revived the church in Abra- 
ham, who : was the father of all them that 
believe, He made the consecration of chil- 
dren, and their admission with their parents 
into covenant, tlie privilege and duty of hit 
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peculiar people. It was to them a precious 
privilege ; it gratified the parental affection/ 
and was a bond between the pious Israelite 
and God. If believers now do not enjoy 
this privilege, if their offspring do not bear 
a peculiar relation to God^ and God to them, 
we are deprived of a great blessing, atid 
that too, under a dispensation which professes 
to be superior to that which is past, in the 
richness of its blessings. 

This privilege does not seem by its nature 
to be restricted to one age or dispensation ; 
it grows out of the natural relation of parents 
and children. When God would mark, by 
a peculiar token, the covenant made by Him 
with believers. He selected the ncUural af*^ 
faction of parents for their children^ and, as 
it were, sanctified or set apart this instinct, 
to be a sign between Him and them. Many 
years before, He had, in the same manner,' 
set apart the natural effect of the sunlight 
upon the retiring cloud, as a sign of His cov- 
enant that the waters should no more deluge 
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tbe earth, and this was an appropriate a 
beautiful emblem of his covenant. Ai 
now, as tlie bow in the cloud is as fresh ai 
fair to us as when eight souls hailed it as t 
sign of God's covenant with them and wi 
the wcMtld, as the principle in nature by whi 
it is produced is everlasting, and as the si 
nifioancy of it as cheering to us as to th( 
who saw it spanning the heavens after t 
flood, so God's recognition of parental afii 
tion in believers and the bestowment of I 
blessing upon it, is as desirable and precic 
now, and the principle and reason of it is t 
same now, and its significancy as a sign 
his covenant is as great now, as in the dt 
ot the early church. 

We cannot believe that the important i 
tide, of a peculiar relation of the believe 
offspring to God and of God to them, 
omitted in the New Covenant, especia 
when we consider that there is nothing 
that relation which was any more peculiar 
precious to Abraham and the Jews than 
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Christian parents, and nothing in its nature 
that required its restriction to one age or dis- 
pensation. 

Our belief of the peculiar relation of the 
children of believers to God, establi^ed in 
the ancient church, and continued without 
repeal in the Christian dispensation, is not 
the only reason for restricting Infant Bap- 
tism to the children of believers. 

It is inconsistent for a man to do that for 
another which it is the other's duty to do for 
himself, but which, without good reason, he 
is unwilling to do. This is the case when 
parents, who have never given their own 
selves to God in covenant, propose to offer 
Him their children, that his covenant may be 
established with them. There is an incon- 
sistency in their conduct that must strike ev- 
ery one who does not regard the ordinance 
as a mere ceremony. They seem to say, as 
they stand before the congregation. We are 
not willing to have that God for our portion, 

• 12* 
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whom we now ask to be the God and | 
tion of our child. 

Do you pity the child which is therel 
excluded from the privileges of Infant E 
tism by the fault of its parents ? This i 
accordance with the great principle in 
earthly government of God, by which ch 
ten are affected, for good or evil, by 
conduct of their parents. One way 
which He chooses to influence man, 
through their natural relations and alTectii 
It has been one object of this book to 
press this principle upon the minds of 
rents, and lo induce those who are not pji 
to have mercy upon their children, and 
their sakcs, upoii ihemsclveS' Until t 
acknowledge (lod as their God, it is inc 
sistent for them to profess to do it for i 
children ; it can only be a profession. 

It is the tendency of this age to bi 
down the distinction between the cht 
and the world, and Christians, as tbey g 
worldly, acquiesce in the tendency. W 
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we shoold not boa^^ oursehes as the pecu- 
liar people of God, — ^if we are ashamed be- 
fore the world of our profession and hope 
as such, God will cast us off. We should 
insist on the restriction of Infant Baptism to 
the children of visible Christians, as not only 
right and proper in itself, but as peculiarly 
important now, to make the churches feel 
that they hi^ve privileges, and obligations 
also, which distinguish them from the world* 

* But every Jew could have his child cir- 
cumcised ; and it is said that Infant Baptism 
n in the place of circumcision.' 

The whole Jewish nation was then the 
church of God ; and other nations were, in 
a well-known use of the term, the world. 
All members of the visible church nowj are 
entitled to the privilege of having their chil- 
dren baptized. 

^ But some church members who have 
their children baptized, are not so faithful 
with their children as some who do not pro- 
fess to be Christians.' 
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This is true^ and greatly to be lamented, 
as well as the fact, that there were some 
Jews who, had the privilege of circumcision, 
who were not so faithful, perhaps, as some 
heathens. On the same principle, however, 
upon which Christ said of the wheat and 
tares. Let both grow together till the har- 
vest, we must give Baptism to the children 
of those who are connected with the visible 
church, without respect to their private 
character as parents. To their' Master, be- 
tween whom and themselves they have 
made a solemn covenant, they must stand 
or fall. , - 

It may be, that the reader is one who has 
doubts about the validity of his Baptism in 
infancy or chjldhood, on the ground that 
he was not -capable of giving his assent to 
the rite when he was^ baptized. 

What is signified by Christian Baptism ? 
I answer, The separation or consecration of 
the baptized person to the belief and prac- 
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tioe of that religion, in distinction from all 
others, of which the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost are the objects of worship. 
The performance of the rite of Baptism is 
only the placing of a badge on the baptized 
person, or a solemn mode of signifying his 
consecration. Now, if you have done that 
for yourself which was implied by jyour Bap- 
tism, if you have consecrated yourself to 
God, and in spirit and in truth hare embrac- 
ed the Christian religion, the repetition of 
the ordinance, can add nothing to what it 
has already done for you. You now have 
all which it signifies. To seek a repetition 
of the outward form would be to exalt a rite 
above its spiritual end. If you have gained 
the latter, it is all which was intended by the 
ordinance. 

It is no argument against Infant Baptism, 
that those who are mentioned as baptized 
by the apostles were mostly adults. This 
does not prove that none but adults were 
baptized. 
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Chrkt was not baptized in in&ncy, for the 
plun reB90o that Baptism in the name of 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost 
bad not then been established. So that the 
example of Christ, or of believers baptized 
by the apostles, is no warrant for us to be 
re-baptized. 

Some think that Baptism is a profession 
of religion, and that for this reason they 
most be baptized when they make that pro- 
lession. But the Scriptures represent Bap- 
tism as something given to us, rather than 
something doiif by us ; — a privikge to be 
received, rather than a duty to be performed. 
So the Eunuch seemed to think. He 
looked upon Baptism as something to be 
done to him and for him. ^ See, here is 
water : what doth hinder me to be baptized J 
And Philip said, not,. Thou oughtest, but 
thou mayeet; it was permission^ and a 
grant, rather than an act. 

Baptism is not, in its chiefest sense, our 
profession to God, but His profession to us ; 
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His seal placed upon us, and His method of 
signifying that we need and must receive the 
purifying influences of His Spirit in order to 
be fit for heaven. If this sign was placed 
upon you in infancy, and God has since 
owned it in your conversion, is it not taking 
an unwarrantable freedom with a sacred and 
solemn thing, to demand it a second time? 

By being r€-baptized, you reject your In- 
fant Baptism. It may be owing to that 
covenant which your parents made with God 
for you when you were baptized, that you 
BOW have'a hope of heaven. It is probable 
that God, who remembers His covenant for 
those that love him, and for their children, 
connected all your spiritual blessings with 
your early dedication. Now, besides the 
uselessness of repeating the form of Bap- 
tism when you have all that is signified by 
it, is it not a serious matter for you to re- 
nounce, as you propose to do, the covenant 
which God made with your parents for you 
when you were young? Your object in 
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doing it, you say, if to make a coTenant with 
Him in your own name. But have you not 
done this already ? 

If you are re-baptized, you will come 
forth before the world, not so much to make 
a covenant with God, as to renounce the 
covenant already made for you, with your 
parents, by your God and Saviour. Your 
language will be, ' I do not believe that God 
made a covenant with my parents for me.' 
But if He did, as we believe, you may put a 
stop to the blessings of that covenant, and 
to the answer of the prayers made for you 
by pious parents and the church at your Bap- 
tism ; — prayers yet waiting to be fulfilled in 
blessings upon you and yours to many gene- 
rations. 



CHAPTER X. 

The mode of Baptism. Sprinkling is valid Baptism. 
Examination of cases in the New Testament 1. 
Saul of Tarsus. II. The Jai)er of Philippi, and hia 
house. III. The Eunuch. IV. John's Baptism. 
Baptism of Christ. V. The three thousand at Pen- 
tecost 

But perhaps you cannot feel that you 
were baptized in infancy, because you doubt 
whether sprinkling is Baptism. 

It will be easy to show that sprinkling is 
valid Baptism, and therefore, that there is no 
objection, so far as the mode is concerned, 
to the practice of Infant Baptism. 

Let us consider some of the more promi- 
nent cases of Baptism recorded in the New 
Testament, and see what appears to have 
been the probable mode of Baptism in those 
cases. 

I. We will begin with the case of Saul 
of Tarsus. 

13 
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Saul was struck to the earth, on bis way 
to Damascus, by a sudden blaze of light ; 
and a Toice proclaimed, ^ lam Jesus wham 
thou persecuiesV His eyes were ^ blasted 
with excess of light,* so that he was blind 
three days and three nights. Yoa can 
easily imagine his excitement of mind, and 
his consequent prostration of bodily strength, 
especially when you consider that during 
these three days and three nights, ^ he nei- 
ther did eat nor drink.' 

As he sat in the bouse, there came to him 
one of his intended victims, the leader of 
the Christain band, and probably the one to 
whom he would first have done violence. 
The meek disciple lays his hand upon the 
blind man's head, and says, ' Brother Saul, 
the Lord, even Jesus, who appeared to thee 
in the way as thou earnest, has sent me that 
thou mayest receive thy sight, and be filled 
with the Holy Ghost' Were there no 
strong emotions in the mind of Saul, at the 
pressure of that hand, and at the sound of 
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that voice? And when ^ there fell from his 
eyes, as it had been scales, and he re- 
ceived sight,' and looked round upon the 
little company of disciples watching bim 
with wonder and compassion, and compared 
the scene with the anticipated scenes of 
blood for which he had come to that place, 
could his condition have been such as to ad- 
mit of his being led out to a river to be im- 
mersed ? He had not eaten anything for 
three days and three nights, and did not eat 
till he had been baptized ; for it is said, 
*" He arose and was baptized ; and when he 
received meat he was strengthened.' How 
natural to suppose that water was applied to 
bim jn a way consistent with his exhausted 
condition. It is most rational to suppose 
that it was done by affusion. 

The public Baptism of Saul, the persecu- 
tor, in ^ Arbana or Pharpar, rivers of Damas- 
cus,' would have made such an impression 
in favor of Christianity, that it is probable 
it wquld not have been omitted, if the prao- 
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tice of the apostles had been to baptize by 
immersion. They would have strengthen- 
ed him with meat, and then would have 
made a great occasion of his Baptism. Had 
this been done, it seems probable that so ex- 
citing a scene would have been noticed by 
the sacred historian. But it is not said that 
Saul went anywhere, and the Baptism is pass- 
ed over with a few words, because, as we be- 
lieve, it took place in the house, and was 
performed by sprinkling, inasmuch as the 
condition of Saul could not have permitted 
any other mode. 

11. Another case in which there is every 
reason to believe that the mode of Baptism 
was not immersion, is that of the jailer at 
Philippi. Paul and Silas were bruised and 
sore, from the stripes which they had but 
just received. The earthquake had, of course^ 
alarmed the city, and the streets were not so 
empty and still as at other times. Can any 
one suppose, that Paul and Silas would have 
ventured forth, with a whole household, into 
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the streets of a city juat alarmed by an earth- 
quake ? Would the jailer have had such dis- 
regard for his own life, and for that of the 
apostles, as to have carried these st^te pris- 
oners outside the prison gates at. midnight? 
Would the apostles have ventured into a riv- 
er, at that season, in the wounded state of 
their bodies ? Can any one suppose that tm- 
mersian held such a place in the minds of 
the apostles that they would disregard aU 
these circumstances, for the purpose of get- 
ting this family into the river at the dead of 
night ? 

' But the jailer, and his household, and Saul 
tnay have been immersed in a bathing vessel/ 

And they may have been sprinkled. One 
supposition is as good as the other. 

There is more probability that sprinkling 
or pouring was used, than immersion in a 
bathing, vessel. There is something ofiensive 
and unnatural in the supposition of the latter 
mode. Think of the process of baptizing a 
whole family in this manner. From the ex* 

13* 
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preflrion, ' all his boase/ there would seem to 
haTe been a considerable number in the jail- 
er^s family, either of adults or children. Sup- 
pose that they were all adults ; — and that 
some of them were such, is probable from 
the occupation of the jailer, which required 
assistants or serrants. A bathing vessel is^ 
filled ; the jailer is ordered to prepare him- 
self, his femily and domestics, to be immers- 
ed. Is it probable that they all had garments 
suited to the service ? One of them lies down 
in the vessel, and Paul or Silas bends his 
aching body, and in so doing, breaks the 
wounds which had stiffened in their bloods 
It requires no small exercise of strength to 
lay a full sized man into a bathing vessel and 
lift him up again, and the apostles, only a 
few hours before, had been severely beaten. 
The service of the jailer is finished. The 
wife comes next ; an hour before, she wsLs a 
heathen, and had Just received impressions 
of divine truth which had filled her with won- 
der and joy ; now she is commanded to lie 
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down in the bathing vessel before her ser- 
vants, and two strange Jews. 

Is the same water used for each successive 
subject ? Or are their common feelings of 
decency such, that the vessel must be emp- 
tied and filled again after each Baptism ? No 
one of them would ordinarily bath in the wa- 
ter which another had immersed himself in ; 
they therefore must have filled the vessel each 
time with clean water; — and all this is sup- 
posed to have been done in that most inter- 
esting hour when the minds of the household 
were awakened and anxiotis, or were just re- 
joicing in hope. Their thoughts must be 
turned off from Christ and the way of sal- 
vation, to the process of lying down in a 
bathing vessel, — a service which must have 
been strangely inconsistent with their state 
of mind, and must have given them bad im- 
pressions of a religion that could n^lect the 
soul in its moments of intense feeling, for a 
ceremony so inconvenient, unnatural, and 
imprc^r, and of ludicrous rather than im- 
pressive effect. 
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Nothing is gained by supposing that there 
was a large namber of vessels in the house 
or prison. The performance of a service, 
that required such effort on the part of the 
apostles, and such preparation on the part of 
the household, at such a time, a service that 
must have occasioned a distraction of thought 
and feeling which the apostles would have 
been anxious to prevent, has no semUance 
of probability in its favor. 

But look at a different scene. The fami* 
ly are gathered in one room. One of the 
apostles is preaching to them Jesus. The 
way to be saved is clearly pointed out ; one 
after another breaks forth in some expression 
of penitence, confession or joy. The apostles 
discern the evidence of true conversion, 
and wish to consecrate the household to the 
Christain faith. Water is brought in a con- 
venient form. Each bows the head, and the 
emblem of the Spirit's influence descends, 
like the small rain upon the tender herb. 
All is still, save when the name of the Fa- 
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THER, the Son, and the Holt Ghost, is ut- 
tered by the apostle. Every thing in the 
scene deepens the impressions of divine 
truth ; no change' of garments, no labor, no 
promiscuous meeting, or exposure, around a 
bath, disturbs the thoughts of the inquirers 
after eternal life. It is difficult to believe 
that this household were not baptized by 
sprinkling.* 

III. The case of the eunuch will next be 
considered. When^ he said, ^ See, here is 
water,' what reasop is there for concluding 
that it was a deep river, and not a shallow 
stream ? And why could they not go doum 
out of the chariot to a brook, as well as 
down into a river ? for the prepositions here 
used, may be rendered either way. It is as 
probable that the eunuch descried a running 






* I haye here sapposed, for argument's sake, that the 
jailer's family were baptized on their own profession. 
The Scripture account leads me to believe, that they 
were bapttved on aeeount of the jailer's profession. 
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Stream by the road-side, as that they came 
in sight of a lake or river. 

Besides, if the expression, down into the 
water ^ certainly denotes that the eunuch was 
immersed, then Philip must have been im- 
mersed also ; for they both went down irdo 
the water, ' both Philip and the eunucb.' 
Many do not consider that dovon intOy does 
not mean down under ; if it does, the eu- 
nuch must have immersed Philip, or Philip 
must have. plunged into the stream ; for one 
went as much into the water as the other. 
The preposition here used does not necessa- 
rily lead any further than to the edge of the 
water; — down to the water. And then, 
allowing that they did step into the water, 
it is as likely that sprinkling took place as 
immersion. 

It is not probable, that the eunuch would 
put the garments, in which he was riding, 
upon his wet body ; nor that he had con- 
veniences for making himself comfortable af- 
ter bathing ; nor that he took the trouble to 
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have his change of raiment removed from its 
secured place ; for he merely commanded the 
chariot to stand still, and took nothing with 
him to the water, nor did a servant bear 
anything after him, nor do we read that hOi 
went through any process of arraying him- 
self afresh after his Baptism. The whole nar- 
rative leaves the impression upon the mind, 
that he and Philip stood in the water, or by 
the side of it (according as the preposition 
is translated down tn/o, or down to,) and 
that Philip baptized him with water raised in 
in his hand. Here, if any change at all was 
needed in their dress, it could only have been 
to loose their sandals from their feet ; for in 
those countries the lower part of the limbs 
was bare, and the loose garment which they 
wore around them could easily be adjusted 
without being removed. We never see the 
picture of ^ Philip baptizing the eunuch,' in 
which they are both represented as up to 
their waists in water, without thinking of all 
the inconveniences before and after the ser- 
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▼ice, which make it improbable, that immer- 
sion was the mode of Baptism. It is much 
more easy to think of them as standing by 
the side of the water^ and the Ethiopian, 
without the confusion which exposure to a 
stranger would occasion, without the incon* 
venience or trouble of a change of dress, or 
the natural agitation which any one feels in 
the hands of another in the water, receiving 
from Philip the simple sign of the affusion of 
God's Spirit, while the small drops that ik>w 
from his temples upon his dress, affect his 
mind more than the violent rpshing of waves 
over him. Without excitement, agitation, 
or delay, his thoughts averted not even for a 
moment, by the simple rite, from the theme 
of Philip's discourse, and bearing upon his 
head the fresh emblem of his separation to 
the Christian faith, he ascends the chariot, 
and goes on his way rejoicing. 

IV. In regard to John's Baptism, it seems 
most probable that sprinkling or pouring was 
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the mode of applying the water; It is not 
probable that the multitudes of men and 
women who came to John were immersed in 
the dress which they then had on ; and that 
they were uncovered in that promiscuous 
assembly is n6t to be supposed ; that they all 
had changes of raiment, or tliat they could 
or would have used them under such circum- 
stances, if they had them, is incredible. 
Besides, they could go- down into the water, 
and come up from or out qf^ the water, as 
well if they stood and were sprinkledj as if 
they were immersed. They had only to 
leave their i^ndals on the shore, and, adjust- 
ing their dress, which was convenient for 
such a service, step into the stream where 
the Baptist stood, receive the affusion of wa- 
ter from his hand, which would cost him but 
Kttle effort compared to the labor of plung- 
ing and raising multitudes, and then retire 
for others to come around him in quick suc- 
cession. That a human creature, especially 
one of whom it is said ' John did no miracle/ 

14 
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could have endured the labor of plu 
maltitades day after day, is amongf 
inaoy improbabilities of the case. 

From this it would follow, that our 
was not immersed. If he was baptiz 
Jordan, if he went info the river, and 
up out of the water, al! this it was 
convenient to do in order to be spri 
How far into the river he went, we a 
told. The improbabilities of immersii 
the other cases of John's Baptism, It 
to suppose, that the Baptist took bis 
place in the river, but only so far in 
to be obliged to stoop far to raise the 
in his hand ; and that Christ was thu 
lized by affusion. The contrary canr 
proved, and this, under the circumst 
is most probable. 

' John was baptizing in Enon, near 
lim, because there was much water 
not because he immersed : for the 
much water may be rendered many « 
or streams convenient for the multitui 
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their cattle. Had he baptized by immersion, 
one stream would have answered his pur- 
pose ; and many waters would have been 
useless. 

y. As to the three thousand on the day 
of Pentecost, it cannot be made at all proba- 
ble that they were immersed. Did they 
stand all day in the clothes in which they 
were plunged ? Or had they suits of ap- 
parel, or convenient places to prepare for 
immersion ? Besides, it cannot be shown to 
be possible, that the apostles could have im- 
mersed three thousand in the givien time, 
even if their strength would have sufficed. 
All these cases appear to us to have been 
cases of sprinkling or affusion. 



CHAPTER XI. 

Mode of Baptism, continued. * Buried in Baptism.' No 
reference in the expression to any mode. The word 
' Baptize/ used without reference to a mode. Illustra- 
tions. Lord*s Supper. Baptism of the children of 
Israel. Mode of Baptism amongst the earliest Chri»> 
tians uncertain. Reasons for baptizing only by im- 
mersion. Difference of opinion on the mode of Bap- 
tism. 

The mode of Baptism not prescribed in the New Testa- 
ment illustration in this of the nature of Cl^istian- 
ity. Further illustration in the Lord*s Supper. Con- 
formity to the original tnode of the Suppen Infer- 
' ences. 

Reasons for preferring Baptism by affusion. Conclusion 
of the subject. 

On leaving a church to be re-baptized. 

There is an expression in the New Tes- 
tament, which, perhaps more than any other, . 
leads many to believe that the proper mode 
of Baptism is immersion. The expression 
is found in two places : 

Romans 6 : 4. Therefore we are buried 
with him by Baptism into death. 
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CoUossians 2 : 12. Buried wUh him in 
Baptism. 

It is said, that Ihese passages refer to the 
mode of Christ's Baptism as being that of 
burial or immersion, and indicate that those 
who were baptized in the apostles' time, 
were buried, or immersed in water* 

It does not appear to me, that there is the 
least reference in these expressions to the 
mode of Baptism, but that the. meaning is, 
As the burial of Christ in the tomb signified 
that He was dead, so our Baptism implies 
that we must be dead and buried to sin. It 
is burial to sin, and not burial in water 
which is here referred to, and the proof is 
this : In the verse next to the passage from 
Romans, it is said, ^For if we have been 
planted together in the likeness of His' — 
what ? Baptism ? This would have been the 
word, if a comparison of our Baptism with 
that of Christ had been made. But no ; it is 
in the likeness of His death, and not of His 
Bi^tism, in which we are here said to be 

14* 
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planted together u>Uh Him. Those who are 
baptized into Christ, or into a belief or 
obedience of Him, are obliged unto a re- 
semblance, by deadness to sin, to the death 
of his body. Thus, they have a fellowship 
with Him in his death, or are buried vnth 
Him, they dying unto sin, because He died 
for it. 

Were we disposed to pursue this subject, 
it might be said, in addition, there is no proof 
that Christ was buried, when He was bap- 
tized. We haTo also seen, that it is im- 
probable that Paul himself was immersed: 
He would not therefore haye been able to 
say that we, meaning to include himself with 
his fellow-Christians, were baptized like 
Christ, if Christ were immersed^ and Piaiul 
were sprinkled. 

.When, therefore, it is said of Christians 
tfiat they are buried with Him in Baptism, 
the meaning is^ They must regard their Bap- 
tism, whenever and in whatever wdiy per- 
formed, as obliging them to be dead and 
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buried to sin, because Christ died and was 
buried, that they might thus did unto sin. 
An attentive perusal of Romans, ' vi., will 
confirm this view of the subject ; and com- 
pared with the solemn and important doc- 
trine there enforced, the idea of a mere sim- 
ilarity in an outward form of Baptism is tame 
aiid without effect. 

Those who practice immersion seek to de- 
rive some authority for it from the original 
classical use of the word Baptize, This is 
not sufficient, in our view, to warrant the be- 
lief, that immersion alone is Baptism. It is 
often said, ^ Baptizo, in Greek, means, to 
plunge, or to immerse; therefore, when we 
are commanded to be baptized, we must be 
immersedy or it is no Baptism.^ 

The word supper means a full meal ; fol- 
h>wing out the above argument, unless you 
eat n,full meal at the Lord's table, you have 
not eaten the Lord^s Supper ! 

The word baptize^ we see from this, is 
sometiinei used in the New Testament, just 



i 
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as the word supper is employed io coaneo- 
tion with the other ordioance, — ^not to de- 
mote the quantity y or a modey but merely a 
religious use of a common thing, without re- 
spect to form or quantity. We have eaten 
the Lord's Suppety when we have taken 
only the smallest part of each element ; we 
are baptized, let the original meaning of the 
word be as it may, when we have bad only 
a little water applied to us. 

Again. When the apostle says of the 
children of Israel, And were all baptized 
unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea, the 
idea of a mode of baptism is inadmissible, 
from its obvious contradiction of historical 
fact. T%e cloud was above and before them, 
to guide their march. Had they been im- 
mersed in it, they would, of course, have 
been in a fog or mist, and then the cloud, 
instead of leading them safely, would, have 
confused them. An immersion in such a 
mist would have been more favorable to 
modem controversial purposes, than to the 
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amazed and anxious Israelite, in that hour 
of terror. 

How could they have been immersed ' in 
the sea ?' The perfection of the miracle con- 
sisted in their being wholly dry ; and the 
women and children were probably spared 
the inconvenience of such a spray as would 
have been necessary to resemble our Bap- 
tisms. It is said, They were immersed, by 
being surrounded with the sea. But they 
were not surrounded with it. The sea was 
only ^ on their right hand and on their left ;' 
behind and before was an open, passage. 

Baptized, therefore, in this case, denotes 
merely a devotemeni, without reference to 
its being done by immersion, or in any other 
way ; the writer probably meant to express 
this thought, that the Israelites, as they fol- 
lowed the cloud, were sworn under Moses 
by the solemn act of passing through the 
divided sea under his guidance. 

It cannot be said, therefore, that baptize 
always means, and ought always to be trans- 
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hted, imrnerae. The word, in this case and 
in others, has passed into the signification of 
a religious devotement, without reference to 
mode, or quantity of water. 

That the earliest Christians baptized by 
immersion is a matter of assertion or infer- 
ence, rather than of authentic testimony ; 
but that immersion was practised within 200 
years after the apostles, and then for many 
centuries, is evident beyond dispute. Wheth- 
er the practice did descend from the imme- 
diate successors of the apostles, no one can 
determine. 

It is easy for controversial writers to assert 
or deny the contrary, but an appeal to the 
proper authorities shows us, that the mode 
of Baptism immediately after the apostles' 
time, is not known. 

Grant, nowj that there are reasons which 
convince some that immersion tow some- 
times practised by the apostles. We cannot 
feel their force. We see these reasons-; we 
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understand the argument from the original 
meaning of the word baptize ; but this no 
more convintoes us that Christian Baptism 
must be performed by dipping, than the word 
supper convinces us that we must make a 
fuU meal at the Lord's table. 

We understand the argument, that John 
is said to have baptized in Jordan, but we 
are convinced, that this does not denote the 
mode of Baptism, but only the fact, that John 
used the Jordan for his Baptisms. We are 
familiar with the terms down into and up 
out of, but we know that the or^nal Greek 
authorizes us to say, down to and away 
from ; and that Philip, who went ' down in- 
to the water y was not immersed ; and more- 
over, that the original,^ in this case, neither 
requires us to suppose any thing more than 
ar fountain or brook, nor any act of the par- 
ties in %tj rather than by the side of it. Still, 
learned and conscientious men prefer to 
think that immersion was the primitive mode 
of Baptism ; and others, equally learned and 
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conscientious, declare thRt'imnuraion is not 
prescribed in the New Testament, by exam- 
ple or precept. These men can all judge of 
evidence ; they all feel their accountability 
to God for so doing ; and none can boast 
themselves against their fellows in these re- 
spects. 

Does any one say, It is not probable, that 
80 important a thing as the mode of ad ordi- 
nance would be left uncertain ? 
: The fact, that it is uncertain, is evinced 
i>y the disagreement, upon the subject, of 
the ablest scholars, and the most devoted 
Christians. Christianity, then, binds us to 
no one form in any ordinance or service; 
and in this respect it breathes a free spirit, 
iind seeks in its worshipers only the spirit, 
and the spiritual truth. It permits immersion, 
^uring, sprinkling, in Baptism, and owns, 
by the richest of Heaven's blessings, — the 
gift of that Spirit, whose influence is em- 
Uematized by the water, — all true Christians 
6f every name, in whatever form the water 
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of Baptism may have been applied to their 
bodies. 

Observe the spirit of the Christian religion 
in regard to modes and forms, as illustrated 
in the Lord'& Suppen This supper was in- 
stituted in an upper room at midnight ; there 
was no leaven in the bread used on the 
occasion (for Christ had called his disciples 
together to eat the Passover) ; they reclined 
upon couches around the table, leaning the 
head upon the left arm ; hence, John is said 
to have leaned upon Jesus' bosom, because 
he lay next to Him (which was a common 
mark of favor to the particular friend of the 
master of the feast), and his bead was on 
the Saviour's breast. There were no fe- 
males present at this Supper. 

Now, Christ has said, Do this in rememr 
brance of me. Does any Christian church 
do thiSy in the form and manner here de- 
scribed? On what principle do we vary 
from it? We say, The outward form is 
not essential to the validity and intention of 

15 
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the ordinance. So long as bread and wine 
are used in remembrance of the Lord, the 
ordinance is satisfactory to every communi- 
cant, and no one feels that he does not re- 
ceive the Lord's Supper because the mode 
in which it is administered differs from that 
in which Christ gave it to his disciples. 

If the precise mode in which the first 
Supper was celebrated is not essential to the 
right observance of that ordinance, we can- 
not see that any particular mode of applying 
water is essential to Christian Baptism. If 
strictness of form is necessary in either of 
the ordinances, we should be more afraid of 
deviating from the original mode in which 
the Supper was first celebrated, because it 
is said. Whoso eateth and drinketh unwor- 
thily, is guilty of the body and blood of the 
Lord. The man who should insist upon 
having the Lord's Supper administered in 
precise imitation of the form used by Christ, 
would, however, have more reason for his 
^requirement, in our view, than if he should 
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insist upon one form of Baptism. There 
can be no difference of opinion as to the 
manner in which the Supper was celebrated ; 
but there is more^ reason to believe, that, in 
several cases, to say the least, Baptism was 
formerly administered otherwise than by im- 
mersion, than that it was administered by 
immersion at all. 

It would seem, from all that has been said> 
that God had purposely left the mode of 
Baptism undetermined, because it is unim- 
portant ; and that we are no more copfined 
to one mode. in thia ordinance, than to one 
precise posture of the body, to the use of one 
kind of bread or wine, to the hour of mid- 
night, or to an upper room, in celebjrating 
the Lord's Supper. It is, in our view, ojne of 
the most beautiful traits of Christianity, that 
it triumphs over external modes and forms, 
and seeks only a. spiritual effect by its two 
simple rites : leaving it to the choice of every 
Christian in what way to have water admin- 
istered to him in baptism, and in what way, 
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80 far as outward forms are concerned^ he 
win Feceive the Lord's Supper. 

If it be asked, why we prefer Baptism by 
aprinkling, to Baptism by immersion, the an- 
swer is as follows : 

It seems to us more agreeable to the various 
circumstances of seasons, age, sex, health, 
convenience, comfort, propriety, composure 
pf mind. It is the only form of Baptism, 
which can be practised with convenience in 
all climates, at all seasons of the year. It 
has an advantage over immersion in a river, 
in the fact, that we are not restricted by the 
Weather from baptizing in this manner ; and 
it seems to us unlikely, that God would pre- 
scribe any mode of a religious ordinance, 
under the Christian dispensation, which 
could not, if we wished it, be performed for 
several months in a year. We cannot feel 
that it is consistent with the spirit of Chris- 
tianity to break the ice of a river for the pur- 
pose of Christian Baptism ; — not that any 
one is forbidden to do it who sees fit, or that 
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any onie has authority to question the Chris- 
tian liberty of his fellow Christians in this 
particular, for that would be an equal viola- 
tion of the spirit of Christianity ; but it strikes 
the natural feelings of most men -as an aus- 
terity which does not comport with our relig- 
ioUy so much as with some others. The 
Saviour's words on another subject oiay be 
accommodated to this case, and on the same 
principle we may say, Baptism was iiuidM 
for man, and not man for Baptism. 

In warm climates, where |>athing in a river 
is a common practice, and the feelings 
of the people are thereby accustomed 
to it, many of the objections which some 
feel to public immersion are obviated. 
Still, we think, that affusipn is a better em- 
blem of that which the ' washing of water' 
typifies, viz., the influence of the Spirit; 
which is represented in the Bible as applied 
to the subject, rather than the subject appli- 
ed to, or immersed in, that influence. Chris- 
tianity, of which Baptism is one of the seals, it 

15* 
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called the dispensation of the Spirit, and 
the Spirit is always ispoken of as being 
pavred out, and shed upon us, and as de- 
floending upon us like rain. 

We believe that Baptism by immersion is 
yalid ; and we would not interpose our pre- 
ference of another mode to the hindrance of 
full liberty of conscience or taste in others. 
But that God has confined us to any form of 
Baptism, without regard to the manners and 
customs of different nations, we think is in- 
consistent with the spirit of the ' Christian 
religion. In view of all that has new been 
Md, the reader, whom I have supposed to 
have been baptized in infancy, may see rea- 
son to believe that the mode of Baptism is 
not essential to its validity, and therefore, if 
he is satisfied that he was a proper subject 
for Baptism, as I have also endeavored to 
show and shall iiludtrate further, there is no 
ground for scruples about his Infant Baptism. 

It may be, that you are already a member 
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of a Christian church. If you are not de- 
ceived, you have had communion with God, 
and Christ, and the Spirit of all grace, which 
has been to you a seal of your hope. If 
you know anything, you know that you love 
God. You have had evidence, since your con<^ 
nection with the church, of some increase 
in Christian character, and of acceptance 
with God. 

Perhaps you have become dissatisfied with 
your Baptism by afiusion ; you propose to 
leave your church, be immersed, and join 
another church who hold that immersion is 
essential to church membership. 

What I now say, has no reference to the 
belief or practice of that church, whose right 
to their own opinion and conduct is as sacred 
as our own. But, addressing a member of 
our own denomination as I now do, I feel at 
liberty to speak with the freedom of a Pastor 
to the members of his flock. 

Your feelings and proposed conduct may 
be thus illustrated. I take so Ihmiliar a case 
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with some hesitatioo ; yet, as it aptly ex- 
presses the writer's views of the conduct re- 
ferred to, I shall make no apology for u^ng 
it. 

An individual was once invited to meet a 
few friends at the house of a distinguished 
citizen. He felt embarrassed at the thought 
of complying with the invitation, for the host 
was a stranger to him, in some measure, and 
far above him in Hfe. But when he entered 
the room, he was received with great atten- 
tion and kindness ; soon he was seated at ta- 
ble with the family and their friends, and was 
made to feel that he was welcome, and that 
his host was desirous of his acquaintance and 
friendship. 

After he had thus been placed quite at his 
ease, and had been very happy, a cloud came 
over his mind. He recollected that when he 
entered the house, he omitted a very impor- 
tant ceremony ; or that the form of it was so 
unlike the custom of good society that he 
had, in his own opinion, virtually omitted the 
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thing itself. Either he had not rung at the 
door, or had not been properly introduced, 
or had not paid proper respects at his intro- 
duction to certain members of the family. 
He be^ed to be excused, rose abruptly from 
his seat, in the midst of regrets, went to the 
outer door, and shut himself into the street, 
then rung the bell ; the door was opened in 
due form, he was ushered into the room, 
paid proper respects to his host and each 
member of the company^ and took his seat 
again at table. 

His host hardly knew whether to smile at 
his scrupulous and formal conduct, or to re- 
prove him gently for thinking, that after he 
had received the most satisfying proofs of re- 
gard, he should suppose him to be so set 
about modes and forms as to wish to have 
this disturbance made by an attempt at a 
more ceremonious introduction. 

Such appears to me to be the conduct of 
every Christian, who, having received proofs 
of divine favor in his connection with the 
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diordi of Christ, must needs go through the 
oeiemonj of joiDiDg the church of Christ 
agtio, because he thinks that Christ would 
faaTe the water of Baptism applied to the 
body in a different quantity, or by a different 
mode \ And I cannot but feel, that Christ 
looks upon such conduct, perhaps with great 
tenderness and compassion, but at the same 
time with sorrow, that his friend should have 
no better knowledge of the nature and spirit 
of Christianity, as distinguished from Juda- 
ism. 



CHAPTER XII. 

The authority for Infant Baptism. Objection consider* 
ed. Authority for Infant Baptism illustrated. I. By 
family prayer. II. Females at the Lord's table. III. 
The change of the Sabbath. Inferences. 

Proof from the early Christian Fathers. I. Augustine. 
II. Cyprian and others. III. Pelagius.. IV. Origen. 
Remarks on this kind of evidence. 

It is frequently said, ' There is no cowi- 
mand in the New Testament to baptize chil- 
dren.' 

There are many things for which we have 
no specific command, whose propriety and 
duty are as plain from the nature of things, 
as any mention of them by name, in a par- 
ticular precept, could make them. 

An illustration of this we have in the duty 
of family prayer. 

The neglect of family prayer, by the fa- 
ther of a family, a member of the church, 
would be considered censurable; and the 
observance of this duty is expected of a man 
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who has a family, when he makes a profes- 
sion of his faith. It is probable, . that most 
evangelical ministers and churches would 
hesitate to receive a man into the church, 
even if they were satisfied with the general 
evidences of his piety, if he should refuse 
to practice family prayer. 

But such a man might say to the minister 
and to the church, show me one command in 
the Bible to observe family prayer, and I will 
do it. 

We should search the Bible in vain for a 
specific mention of family prayer. Ministers, 
who would preach upon this subject, can nev- 
er find a text that comes nearer to it than 
this : '^ And David returned to bless his house- 
hold.'' A caviller could easily suggest a 
want of connection between the text and the 
duty derived from it. 

But it may be said, the duty of family 
prayer is very plain from the apostolic injunc- 
tion, ^ I will that men pray everywhere,' and 
the family is included by the term/ every- 
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where.' We might accede to this remark, 
and s(dd, the Saviour's last command, ^ Go 
teach all nations, baptizing them/ warrants 
the Baptism of Infants, who are included by 
the expression, ' all nations.' 

It will be seen, from what has been said, 
that the duty of family prayer, so important 
and proper, and a prerequisite, under ordina^. 
ry circumstances, in the way of evidence of 
a right state of feeling, to admission to the 
church, is, after all, only a matter of infer- 
ence from the nature and fitness of things. 

On the principle of rejecting Infant Bap- 
tism for want of a specific mention of Infants 
as subjects of Baptism, we could not admon- 
ish, nor even blame a man who should reject 
family prayer, saying, the Bible conjtains no 
command to pray in the family ! 

We see, then, that a duty may, in some 
x^ses, be a matter of iif^erence, and that the 
absence of a specific mention of a thing, 
which may be included in a general direction 
or principle, is no argument against that 

16 
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which is not thus specified* The New Testa- 
ment contains several striking instances of 
this principle. 

There were no females present when the 
Lord's Supper was first instituted, and we 
find no command to admit them to this or- 
dinance. Yet, the nature of the Lord's Sup- 
per is such, that we infer their right to it ; 
and in this case, inference is as good author- 
ity as a positive command. 

We nowhere find a command to observe 
the first day of the week instead of the seiH 
enth, as the Christian Sabbath. It is a mat^ 
ter of inference, from ^he repeated mention 
of the assembling of the apostles on that day, 
that it was the intention of Christ that the 
first, instead of the seventh day, should be 
observed in the Christian church as the Sab- 
bath. 

When the Christian Sabbath took the place 
of the Jewish, some, without doubt, com- 
plained. We have no express precept for this 
change, and will therefore observe the 
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seventh day, as before, instead of the first. 
And so we read that they did. But the 
apostles, while they^ were kind and gen- 
tle towards those who required positive pre- 
cepts, were themselves able to discern the 
propriety of the proposed change, and to 
conform to it, though, as far as we can learn 
from their writings, it was wholly a matter 
of inference with them, and not of precept. 
The day of the Saviour's resurrection took 
precedence in their feelings of that day, 
which had before been observed as holy time, 
through which, however, the tomb retained 
their Lord and Master. They preceived in 
this, his intention of uniting the influence of 
the Sabbath with his cause, by making the 
day of his resurrection the Sabbath day. 
They readily fell in with so wise and suita- 
ble an expedient ; but it must be observed, 
that they record no command of Christ 
upon the subject ; and our authority for hal- 
lowing the first day of the week is only ex- 
ample and tradition. Yet, what Christain mind 
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does not feel the propriety of making that 
the Sabbath on which the Lord of life and 
glory confirmed omr fiuth by his resurrection ? 
The mere mention of the assembling of the 
apostles, on the first day of the week, is, 
however, as good authority for our observ- 
ance of the Lord's day, as the mention of 
the Baptism of households is for the practice 
of InfiEint Baptism. 

Female communion, the observance of 
the Lord's day as the Sabbath, and Infant 
Baptism are, to our apprehension, equally 
and most plainly inferable from the nature 
of things. The very absence of a specific 
command upon these points is fitted to 
heighten our respect for Christianity, as a 
system that can trust its followers to eitercise 
their own sense of propriety, if guarded by 
the Christian spirit, and in so doing, pur- 
posely exemplifies its variance from that dis- 
pensation in which everything was marked 
off to the apprehension of the people by the 
square and compass of a particulair precept 
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The Baptism of infants is, to our minds, 
plainly deducible from the nature of Bap- 
tism, and from the suitableness of the thing 
itself. We regard Baptism as a sign of sepa- 
ration to the Christian faith. While those 
who believe, are, of course entitled to it, we 
think that a pious parent who is resolved to 
bring up his child on the principles of the 
Christian religion practically enforced, may 
present it for the seal of Baptism. 

From the full testimony in the History 
OF THE Church, that the Baptism of infants 
was practised by the apostles and early 
Christians, I select the following, from Wall's 
History of Infant Baptism. 

Augustine, a celebrated father of the 
€arly church, wrote within 280 years of the 
apostles. In Milner's Church History, he is 
called the great luminary of his age. I men- 
tion this, not to get , any authority from his 
name for the practice of Infant Baptism, but 
only to show his competency as a witness. 

16* 
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He says, ^ The whole Church of Christ has 
constantly held that infants wert baptized J 
^Infant Baptism the whole Church prac- 
tises; it was not instituted by CoundlSy 
btU was ever in tufeJ 

A learned scholar and a minister, who 
valued his reputation, would not hazard it 
by such bold and unequivocal assertions, un-* 
less he knew certainly whereof he affirmed ^. 
— especially when history and tradition were 
accessible to any who chose to contradict 
him, and the short period between his day 
and the apostolic age made it eapy to ascer*- 
tain the truth. 

One hundred apd fifty years, only, after 
the apostles, a Council of sis^ty-six Bisbops 
was held at Carthage. A letter was received 
from another Bishop, requesting the opinion 
of the Council on two subjects, one of which 
was. Whether an infant might be baptized 
before it was eight days old ? The follow- 
ing is an extract from the answer of the 
Council : 



CHtTRCH HISTOaT* 187 

• 

'Cyprian, and the rest of the Bishops 
who are present in Council, sixty-six in num- 
ber, to FiDUs our brother, Greeting: — 
Whereas you judge that infants must not be 
baptized within two or three days after they 
are born, but the rule in circumcision must 
be observed, and no one should be baptized 
and sanctified before the eighth day, the 
whole Council is of a different opinioa.' 

This proves that Infant Baptism was prac- 
tised at least one hundred and fifty years 
after the apostles ; and if the practice were 
of human or^in, it is not credible that, in 
that Council of devoted men, who, as Milr 
ner says, had stood the fiery trial of some of 
the severest persecutions ever known, there 
was not a question raised as to the propriety 
of this practice, but an unanimous vote, that 
a child might, in their opinion, be baptized as 
soon as the parents pleased. 

Pelaoius and others, who lived within 
800 years after the apostles^ denied the doc- 
trine of original sin. A great cootroveroy 
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ensued. Augustine, the champion of ortho- 
doxy at that day, demanded why infants* 
were baptized, if they had no sin ? 

This question was continually pressed 
upon Pelagius and his associates, as an un- 
answerable argument. Now, if there had 
been a possibility of doubt as to the proper 
authority for infant Baptism, these acute and 
learned heretics would have made use of it.. 
The force of Augustine's main argument 
could have been broken, by proving, had it 
been possible, that Infant Baptism was im- 
proper. This was not attempted, but efforts 
were made to show the propriety of baptiz- 
ing infants, even if they had no sin. So 
far from questioning the propriety of Infant 
Baptism, Pelagius said: ^ 1 never heard of 
any, not even the most impious heretic, 
who denied Baptism to in/ants. Men 
slander me as if I denied Baptism to in- 
fants. Baptism ought to be administered 
to infants with the same sacramental words 
which are used in the case of aduU per- 
sons.' 
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Origen was born within 85 years after 
the apostles. His grandfather or great- 
grandfather could have been contemporary 
with the apostles. Eusebius, the historian, 
says that his grandfather and great-grand- 
father were both Christians. Origen must 
have known the opinion and practice of the 
apostles in the matter of Infant Qaptism. 
He had also traveled extensively, and was 
acquainted with the customs of the whole 
Christian church. 

In commenting upon a chapter in LeviU- 
cus, he says, according to the usage of the 
church, Baptism is given even to infants. 
In his commentary on Romans, he says. For 
this cause it was, that the church received an 
order from the apostles to give Baptism even 
to infants. 

We have lately seen it stated, that * Infant 
Baptisni was instituted in the year 1311, by 
the authority of the Pope ; and in a council 
composed of Episcopalians^ Independents 
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and Prefibyterians, assembled io the Chapel 
of King Henry VIl., in the year 1643.' It 
would appear from this, that the practice had 
two or three birthSy probably, because one 
would not be considered sufficiently spuri- 
ous. The quotations made above from the 
early fathers, have never been, and cannot 
be refuted. 

We would not practice Infant Baptism 
any sooner because Origen, and Cyprian, 
and Justin Martyr, did it. If church history 
had been silent as to their opinion and con- 
duct, we should still have the same grounds 
in Scripture and reason for the practice 
as at present. But when, in addition to 
these reasons, we find that able and pious min- 
isters of Christ, who succeeded the apostles, 
and lived near their times, declare, * Infant 
Baptism the whole cHtjbch practices ; 
rr WAS not ordained by councils, but 

WAS EVER IN USE. ThIJ CHURCH HAVE RE- 
CEIVED AN OtlDER FROM THE APOSTLES TO 

fliTE Baptism even to infakts,' could any 



CHURCH HISTORY. 191 

form of words make us more certain that 
the practice of Infant Baptism is accordant 
with the will of Christ ? 

But why, then, do Christians differ as to 
the propriety of Infant Baptism ? 

For this reason, chiefly : Some adopt the 
principle, that a specific mention of children^ 
in Scripture, as proper subjects of Baptism^ 
is necessary to warrant the practice ; and 
this, they say they do not find. 

Others say, that a specific mention of chil- 
dren is no more necessary to extend Baptism 
to the infants of believers, than a similar spe- 
cification is necessary to admit females to 
the Lord's Supper, to have two services on 
the Sabbath, to require children to be pres- 
ent at family prayer. They say that in 
their view, the intention of Baptism, and 
the nature of the case, affords sufficient 
ground for Infant Baptism. 

Here, men differ ; and between these two 
principles, which are the grounds of the re- 
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jection or observance of the practice, the 
reader will be left, in view of all that has 
been said, to take his choice. 



CHAPTER IXIII. 

Relation of baptized children to the church. Similarify 
in the principles and constitution of the Jewish and 
Christian church. Illustration of fhe use of Baptism, 
and its intention. Objection to In&nt Baptism, that 
unbaptized children aie frequently converted. 

Influence of a right observance of this practice in the 
conversion of the world. Pious parental influence the 
great means of strengthening and increasing the 
church. The flunily, considered as a means of spirit- 
ual good. Appeal to parents. Conclusion. Future 
scenes in parental and filial relations. 

It is a frequent question, What relation do 
baptized children hold to the church ? 

We are too apt to think that the principles of 
the ancient church differed widely from those 
of the Christian economy. Outward forms 
were different, and some peculiar features 
marked that dispensation ; but the great prin- 
ciples of the Christian ehurch were, some of 
them, partly unfolded, and others wrapped 
up^ in the Jewish constitution. The ancient 

17 
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inclusion of children with their parents in 
covenant with God was not, we believe, of 
temporary intention, because we think that 
the principle from which it proceeded, viz. : 
The natural and just expectation of a per- 
petuated religious influence from parent to 
child, continues in reason and in the nature 
of things, as much as the principle contain- 
ed in the ancient sacrifices for sin ; — the form 
of which principle, alone, is changed by the 
coming of the Great Sacrifice. 

But it may be said, 'Why not admit bap- 
tized children to the Lord's Supper, since 
all who were circumcised ate the Passover ?^ 

The Passover was a national feast. It cele- 
brated a great national deliverance, in which 
children were included. The Lord's Sup- 
per, though compared to the ancient Pass- 
over, is not, in all respects, like it in signifi- 
cation and intention ; yet there are beautiful 
and striking resemblances between the two. 
The former was strictly a national celebra- 
tion; the latter is a religious ordinance, 



CHILDREN mOLUDED IN GOD's COTENANT. 195 

which it requires the spiritual discernment of 
a regenerated mind to understand and right- 
ly to celebrate. But a child may now, as 
anciently, receive the seal of the covenant, 
because the principle and reason of the thing 
continue. 

No one can doubt that an object of Jeho- 
vah in his directions and arrangements con- 
cerning the children of his ancient people, 
was, to secure thesuccession of a pious race. 
For this purpose the children of his own peo- 
ple, rather than of the world in general, 
were calculated upon to perpetuate religion 
in the earth. This was a natural and obvi- 
ous arrangement. Is it not equally natural 
and proper now, to expect that religion will 
be perpetuated in the same way, and are we 
not to look to the offspring of Christians for 
the transmission of a religious influence in 
the world ? Is the family a nursery for all 
the departments of active life, of civil and 
patriotic service, and shall it not secure the 
perpetuity of the true faith ? 
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For thid parpose, we believe, children were 
anciently^ included with their parents in the 
covenant of God ; and as the children of 
Christians now stand in the same relation to 
the continuance of religion in the earth with 
the children of the ancient church, they have 
a peculiar relation to the Christian church. 
A solemn obligation rests upon the church, 
in this view of the subject. These children 
sustain a most interesting relation to us, as 
those in whom, from their early consecration 
and intelligent and faithful instruction, is the 
hope of Christ and of His kingdom. 

Another view of the propriety of baptizing 
them, is as follows : 

Suppose that a great reformer, commis- 
sioned from heaven, should arise in this land, 
and should visit all our towns to establish a 
certain form of doctrine and practice, ap- 
pointing the stamp of a cross to be made 
upon the hand of every one who received 
the system, to denote that he was a disciple, 
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and to remind him of the obligations implied 
in the new faith* 

That mark would be considered as a sign 
of the devotion or separation of him who re- 
ceived it to the new faith. 

While the reformer would wish that every 
one who should receive the sign, would be- 
lieve with all his heart, and would refuse to 
give it, if he suspected hypocrisy, he would 
nevertheless regard it more as a sign or seal 
of discipleship, than as a discriminating in- 
dex of the state of the heart. 

So, while the apostles required of every 
believing adult, a profession of his faith in 
Christianity, and of course sought for evi- 
dences of his sincerity, they felt, without 
doubt, in placing the sign of Christianity 
upon him, that they were signifying his sep- 
aration to the Christian religion as a system, 
rather than the certainty of his spiritual re- 
generation. We know not how else to un- 
derstand Paul's feelings, when he says, ^ 1 
thank God, I baptized none of you but Cris- 

17* 
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pud and Graias. For Christ sent me not to 
baptize, but to preach the Gospel.' 

Such being the great object of Baptism, 
how perfectly natural for the apostles to se- 
cure an influence for Christianity in the 
earth, by taking, as it were, a vow of every 
believing parent, for the consecration of his 
children to the Christian faith* How natu- 
ral for the parent to say, Let the sacred sign, 
whose impression marks upon my heart my 
own consecration to the Christian religion, 
be laid upon my child, I engaging thereby 
to bring him up for Christ, and to instruct 
him hereafter, that I have separated him, by 
the use of the Christian seal, to the belief 
and practice of Christianity. What a pow- 
erful means would this be of securing for 
Christianity a hold upon the rifling genera- 
tion ! The rite of Baptism administered to 
the child, would make the parents feel that 
their child was consecrated by an act of re- 
ligious devotion : and we all know the pow- 
er of an appropriate solemnity upon. the 
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mind. Such a means of propagating the 
Christian faith, we do not believe the apostles 
overlooked. We believe that their commis- 
sion included it. We have seen from the 
first of testimony, that ' the early church re- 
ceived an order from the apostles to give 
Baptism unto children.' 

With the same understanding of the origi- 
nal intention of Baptism, we give the ordi- 
nance to children. It will.be seen^ that the 
object is to mark the children of Christians 
as members, in a certain sense, of the church 
of Christ, and to impress upon the parents, 
and through them, afterwards upon their 
children, the feeling, that there is a special 
relation between those children of the cove- 
nant and God, and a special obligation 
upon them to believe, practice, and maintain 
the Christian reUgion. 

Were there nothing in Infant Baptism 
but the pleasure of presenting a child in 
public, or if it were only a distinctive ordi- 
nance of a denomination of Christians, this 
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book would not have been written. It is 
because the writer feels, in common with 
ministerial brethren, that the, practice pro- 
perly performed and carried out will do 
much Tor the conversion of the wprld, that 
these pages are presented to Christian pa- 
rents. 

But it may be said, ^ The children of Bap- 
tist parents frequently become pious, as well 
as children who have been baptized.' 

The proportion of baptized children who 
are converted, is more striking as a testimony 
in favor of Infant Baptism, than the conver- 
sion of some who are not baptized, is, as 
an argument against it. God will perpetuate 
his churches, we have reason to hope, mostly 
by the children of the pious; now, does or 
does not the practice of Infant Baptism tend 
to secure this end ? 

^ What profit is there in Infant Baptism ?' 
* Much every way,' as I have endeavored to 
show in the first part of this book, and chief- 
ly because that unto the children who re- 
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ceive Baptism^ is committed an oracle of 
God. It speaks to^ their parents, and bids 
them be jfaithful ; it speaks through the pa- 
rents to the children, reminding them of 
their early consecration ; it speaks directly 
to the children in after life, and, by the 
power which a solemn act of dedication has 
upon the mind, it claims them as the Lord's. 
I refer to the testimony of Matthew Henry, 
already quoted, upon this point, and to the 
memoirs of those who were faithfully taught 
the meaning and obligations of their Bap- 
tism.* 

If the children who are not baptized are 
not converted in such numbers as those that 
are, the &ct will seem to leave an impression 
in favor of Infant Baptism. But if the chil- 
dren of Baptist parents are frequently con- 
verted, it is wrong to make the covenant 
goodness of God a reason for omitting a 
duty. We have no strict ritual, in Chris- 

* See * Records of a Good Man's Life.' 
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tianity, in which a ceremonial omission is 
immediately and obviously punished. 

If any parents rejoice over pio^s children 
who were not baptized in infancy^ we are per- 
suaded, that they might have more joy by 
observing this practice, — if they carried out 
its meaning and intention into faithful and 
holy conduct. Let it not be understood, 
that there is any merit in baptizing a child, 
or in being baptized. Think not to say, in 
a presuming spirit. We, or our children, are 
the children of the covenant ; — this alone, 
will aggravate our condemnation ; — but faith- 
fully prized and improved, it will be as much 
the means of propagating the gospel in the 
earth, as God intended that his covenant 
with the Jews and their seed should be of 
perpetuating true religion in the world. 

Suppose that parents had suitable feelings 
at the time of their children's Baptism, and 
afterward, and that in their subsequent treat- 
ment of them, they should act upon the 
principles which have now been recommen- 
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ded ; that they should continually refer to 
the Baptism of their children in their pray- 
ers, beseeching God now to fulfill his cove- 
nant, and taking hold of. that covenant to 
sustain them in importunate prayer; tbi^t 
they should regard their children as those to 
whom the cause of God in the earth looks 
for support in the coming generation ; that 
they should frequently remind their children 
that they have been consecrated to God the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost ; that God is 
therefore willing and waiting to be gracious 
to them ; that they are sinning against infi- 
nite goodness, and losing great blessings, 
by neglecting to choose God for their portion, 
— and thus, by using their Baptism with ex- 
planations of its intention and meaning, fix 
their thoughts definitely upon God, His feel- 
ings towards them, and their obligations to 
Him ; — Would not the parents be greatly 
assisted in the religious education, and in the 
conversion of their children, and might we 
not hope that God would fulfill that promise. 
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IfvUl pour out my J^rUt upon thy seed, 
and my blessing upon thine offspring 1 
This promise will be fulfilled, for it is found- 
ed on a natural principle, — the influence of 
parental relation in perpetuating right prin- 
ciples, when that influence is sanctified. 
God will use this principle i^s in ancient 
times, to maintain his cause in the earth. 
We must always bear this in mind, amongst 
our devices for spreading the truth. Such 
attention must be paid to the religious edu- 
cation of the young, and such labor be be- 
stowed for their conversion, as will be requi- 
site, if the proportion of the friends of God 
in the earth is to increase, and if a large part 
of every life is not to be spent in sin, and 
the perversion and waste of physical and 
mental strength. 

Wh^n churches are composed chiefly of 
t^ose who were sanctified early, and have 
been trained up for the service of religion, 
and are made to feel the nature and mean- 
ing of their Baptism, we may expect that 
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the moral strength of the church will be 
increased tenfold. Rapid advances will 
then be made in extending the kingdom of 
Christ. The early sanctification of the 
youthful mind will prevent many of the dis- 
sensions in churches that grow out of old 
natural habits and prejudices in those who 
were too stiflF to be pliable when they wei^e 
converted* Then shall it be said to the Sa- 
viour, Taou hast the dew of thy youth I 
Satan has it now ; and by the long deten- 
tion of souls in his service before they begin 
to serve Christ, a great proportion of zeal 
and energy is lost, or rather, isused against 
Christ. We must labor more for the early 
sanctification of children if we would see 
the church gain upon the world. To this 
end, the Sabbath school is a useful means ; 
the preaching of the gospel familiarly to 
children is profitable ; right instruction from 
teachers in common schools is invaluable ; 
but nothing is to be compared to parental 
influence. 

18 
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It is in the family ^ that God will chiefly 
own and bless means for the conversion of 
children. The family is an ordinance of 
God, wisely and beautifally fitted to prepare 
minds to serve and glorify God in His king- 
dom here, and forever. Its incessant, gen- 
tle, noiseless influence is like that unseen 
and silent power of vegetation that throws 
up plants and flowers, herbs and trees, to 
crown the earth's surface. So when the 
family influence in the church is what it 
should be. Truth shaU spring out of the 
earth, Righteousness shaU look down from 
heaven. 

Could we learn the great truth, that the 
kingdom of God cometh not with observa- 
tion, could we understand the parable of the 
leaven, could we see that God intends that 
the advancement of his spiritual kingdom 
shall be emblematized by His kingdom of 
nature, whose influences, like His own om- 
niscience and omnipotence, are as still and 
secret as they are great, could we get in- 
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stniction from the fact that the perfection of 
machinery is evinced by its noiseless move- 
ment, nve should set more value upon such 
influences as those of a Christian family, 
and less upon combinations and showy meth- 
ods of doing good. Every father and moth- 
er might then, by influencing their children 
aright, do more to promote the reign of 
heaven than we can describe. We must 
remember, that public meetings and the 
Sabbath school are not to supersede, or 
interfere with, family instruction, but are in- 
tended as means to promote the latter. 
Instead of violent, spasmodic seasons of 
effort to get sinners into the kingdom of God, 
large numbers of well-instructed and disci- 
plined minds will, by the Spirit of God, we 
believe, be brought out of Christian families 
to fill the church, and promote the cause of 
Christ. 

Let this day now begin. Let Christian 
parents carry each new-born child to the al- 
tar of God, and consecrate its body, soul. 
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and spirit to Father, Son, and Holt Ghost. 
Let them carry that child from the altar with 
the feelings which they would have, if 6od» 
by a special message had placed it in their 
hands to be trained up for Him. Let them 
think what was implied in the Baptism of 
their children, if they have others who have 
already been dedicated to God. Let them 
watch the first opening thoughts of the child, 
to shed in the influences of truth and good- 
ness; let them so teach it obedience and 
submission, as not to prepare it in after life 
to resist the Holt Ghost ; let them impress 
the meaning of its Baptism upon its mind, 
and lead it to recognize the consecration 
which was made of it in infancy. 

Then, by the blessing of God, we ^hall see 
a generation prepared for the scenes of the 
latter day. Perhaps the parents of this gen- 
eration are to educate the actors in those 
scenes ! A holy and blessed work is before 
us. Christianity is to be spread throughout 
the earth. All nations are to be baptized in 
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the name of the Father, the Son^ and the 
Holy Ghost. Let us bring our children to 
the house of God, and by the sign of separ- 
ation to the Christian faith, lay upon them 
the bonds of the covenant, and upon our- 
selves the obligation to make ready a people 
prepared for the Lord. 

Does a Christian parent need anything to 
make him faithful in discharging his whole 
duty to his child ? Then consider that eter- 
nity is before you, and that amongst the 
thoughts which will be most present to your 
mind, in the revolution of eternal years, no 
one will probably come to you with such 
power as this, I am the parent op an im- 
mortal SOUL ! Where is that soul ? See it, 
in company with angelic choirs ! Hear it ; it 
has washed its robes and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb, and the song of 
heaven is on its tongue. Around it, are some 
who bless it as the instrument in their salva- 
tion. It is an honor to be the parent of a 
glorified spirit ! 
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See two parents ascending ' the heavenly 
plains' with a whole family of redeemed chil- 
dren! God only can measure the joy and 
transport of their hearts. 

Another spirit appears from amongst the 
ranks of heaven, with a calm, submissive 
look. Its children are not amongst the splr- 
ilB of the just ; its children think of it, in 
their abode, on which the light of the celest- 
ial city gleams afar, and its music rolls and 
dies ; and one of them says to another. If our 
parents had been faithful wiih us, we might 
not have come unto this place of torment. 

O God, may we baptize our children in the 
name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost! Precious, inestimable privilege, that 
seals to them thy covenant, helps us in fitting 
them for heaven, and, with bonds of love, 
holds them to thy service and throne. May 
we prize this liberty as a means of our future 
joy, in being surrounded at last with our olT- 
epring in heaven I May no child of ours lie 
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down in sorrow, with the name of his God, 
Saviodr, and Sanctifier, inscribed upon 
him ! May none of us, who have presented 
a child at thine altar for this inscription, re- 
flect upon our conduct here as the cause of 
the child's perdition, nor, in eternal bereave- 
ment of those whom we love, feel that resig- 
nation and submission must chiefly consti- 
tute for us the happiness of heaven. Let the 
family circle there be full ; and as Jehofah 
parses by in the special manifestations of 
His presence, and smiles upon our household 
in the fullness of Iheir joy, may me, in par- 
ticipation of that joy which He himself feels 
at the sight of His own holy and happy off- 
spring, cry, Hebe, Lord, are we, and ibe 

CHILDREN WHOM THOU HAST GIVEN US. 
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